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Interested in Advertising
in University Heights
Mosaic Magazine?
Make sure to schedule your advertisement for 
the Winter/Spring 2024 issue. Call Marilyn Evans at 
(216) 577-8125 for more information.

University Heights Mosaic Magazine is a publication 
of the City of University Heights. We are looking for 
interesting University Heights people and places to 
profile in upcoming issues. If you have any story ideas, 
please share them with us by contacting Mike Cook at 
mcook@universityheights.com.

On the 
Cover
University Heights resident 
Dontty Lakina will be back 
at Fall Fest on October 15 
at The Walt.
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Generous financial support from the Ohio Arts 
Council, as well as Dollar Bank, will result in 
more live entertainment at this year’s University 

Heights Fall Fest.
The fourth annual festival returns to Walter Stinson 

Community Park on Sunday, October 15 from noon to 5 p.m.
Award-winning singer and songwriter Jason Patrick 

Meyers will headline Fall Fest this year. Heights Poet 
Laureate Siaara Freeman will perform.

Robin VanLear from Artful Cleveland will present an 
original theatrical production called “This Art is for the 
Birds.” The interactive, outdoor theater piece was created 
in the tradition of Greek comedies, complete with its own 
chorus, and backed up by the reggae band No Bad Days.

“This Art is for the Birds is a comic but meaningful 
parable about the birds of the world banding together 
to figure out how to save Mother Earth after the Canary 

Support from Ohio Arts Council, Dollar Bank 
to make Fall Fest 2023 bigger and better

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
FALL FEST
10.15.2023
 WALTER STINSON COMMUNITY PARK

Dr. U.R. Awesome will bring his amazing bubble show back to Fall Fest 
on October 15.

The City of University HeightsThe City of University Heights
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5718 Mayfield Rd. 
Lyndhurst, Ohio

Open 11 am • (440) 461-2323

• Best wings in city • Over 30 TVs 
• We cater any event

 •  Private room for rent
• We sponsor all sports teams
• Food til 2 am 7 days a week

Doing business 
in Lyndhurst for 
over 29 years!

 ubereats grubhub doordash

(440) 442-3577
9

HEAVY 
LEAVES

STORM 
DEBRIS

SEED 
PODS

ACORNSPINECONES PINE 
NEEDLES 

no
WITH LEAFFILTER

FALL DEBRIS BUILDUP

OUR PATENTED LEAFFILTER SYSTEM 
KEEPS OUT ALL DEBRIS

Seniors & Military

AN ADDITIONALEXPIRES: 10/31/2023

Your Entire Purchase*
OFF OFF

Promo Code: 459 | LeafFilter.com/autumn

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE INSPECTION 1-844-440-9814

*One coupon per household. No obligation estimate  valid for 1 year.
1 Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
+ See Representative for full warranty details.

Financing To Fit Your Budget.1
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
FALL FEST
10.15.2023
 WALTER STINSON COMMUNITY PARK

in the Coal Mine dies,” VanLear said. “Costumes, props 
and some of the text was created through a series of 
summer camps for youth and workshops for adults.

“We are so excited to be able to present this 
community work at University Heights Fall Fest.” 

Dr. U.R. Awesome will be back this year to present his 
interactive bubble show, as will crowd favorites Blake 
Parhamovich of Balloons by Blake, and magician Richard 
McClendon.

But as is the case every year, the stars of Fall Fest are 
the artists who set up shop in the park. Last year, over 
75 artists attended, and there should be even more this 
year. Artists attending this year include Dontty Lakina, 
Anthena’s Request, Art by Jackie, Mr. Crisp Pickles, 
Mystic Sone by Katelyn, Nanette Reilly, Piece Love 
Pastry, A Good Turn, and Barb’s Bunny Hutch.

As is the case every year, you should come to Fall Fest 
on an empty stomach. Food trucks scheduled to appear 
on October 15 include Yum Village, Twisted Grill ‘n’ 
Grind, Sopranos Authentic Italian, and Pop Culture CLE.

“Fall Fest has become a great way for our residents 
and nearby communities to enjoy a day of wonderful 
entertainment and shop local vendors,” said Council 
Member Christopher Cooney. “I'm really looking forward 
to seeing everyone there.”

John Carroll University’s radio station, WJCU 88.7 FM, 
is also a sponsor of this event. WJCU will broadcast live 
from Fall Fest, and will distribute promotional items.

With his gritty vocals and acoustic guitar stylings, 
Jason Patrick Meyers captures the spirit of the blue-
collar worker in this music. Meyers connects to his fans 
with a well-crafted lyrical adventure of honestly lurking 
in every song. A 24-year veteran of the Cleveland music 
scene, Meyers spends his days as Program Coordinator 
in the Music Therapy department at University Hospitals.

Meyers has shared the stage with such acts as Leon 
Russell, The Gaslight Anthem, Seven Mary Three, and 
Macy Playground. He was named the 2020 Scene 
Magazine singer-songwriter of the year.

Heights Poet Laureate Siaara Freeman is the current 
Lake Erie Siren and a teaching artist for Center For Arts 
Inspired Learning and The Sisterhood Project. She is a 
2021 Premier Playwright fellow recipient with Cleveland 

Public Theater. Her work appears in The Offi ng, BOAAT, 
Tinderbox, and Josephine Quarterly. 

Fall Fest is made possible in part by state tax dollars allo-
cated by the Ohio Legislature to the Ohio Arts Council (OAC).

The OAC is a state agency that funds and supports 
quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio communities 
culturally, educationally, and economically. 

Chris Juchno, Branch Manager at the University 
Heights Dollar Bank, says he is proud to work with 
University Heights to support Fall Fest. “Dollar Bank is a 
community bank. That means we can focus on empow-
ering the communities we serve to do the things they 
hold dearest,” Juchno said. 

“Building a sense of community through events like 
the Juneteenth Celebration and Fall Fest is important 
to residents of University Heights, and that’s why it’s 
important to us.”

“If you’re not moving forward, if you’re not constant-
ly improving, you’re moving backwards,” said Mayor 
Michael Dylan Brennan. “Fall Fest is getting bigger and 
better each year. The event is moving forward, and a big 
part of that is due to the fi nancial backing from Dollar 
Bank and the Ohio Arts Council.”

The complete Fall Fest schedule and list of vendors is 
available at universityheights.com.

Come see for yourself! 
Attend an 
Admission Event.

HB.edu/admission

Hathaway Brown 
is the top-rated girls school in Ohio. 
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Anational, historic gem is in our midst, just a 
21-minute drive from University Heights.

The Kol Israel Foundation Holocaust Memorial 
at Zion Memorial Park cemetery was designated a 
National Monument last year. The memorial is believed 
to be the first Holocaust Memorial in the United States 
to receive such designation.

On August 21, local elected officials attended the 
third annual Kol Israel Foundation Public Official Open 
House. University Heights City Council Member Sheri R. 
Sax attended to learn of the local efforts to preserve the 
memories of Holocaust Martyrs and Survivors.

For Sax, the national historic monument has personal 
significance.

“As a daughter of a Holocaust survivor as well as a 
close relative of numerous family members who were 
martyred at the notorious Auschwitz concentration 
camp, it was very moving and meaningful for me to set a 
traditional stone on the monument in addition to leaving 
my University Heights pin together with other elected 
officials,” Sax said.

“The significance was astounding,” she said. “One 
the one hand, to ‘Never Forget’ the horrific oppression, 
slavery, and genocide that took place over 75 years ago 
to now being honored to engage in public service to 
give back to our beautiful, free country.”

Sax said the work of Kol Israel Foundation leadership 
and Bedford Heights Mayor Fletcher Berger was 

“inspirational.”
The memorial was created in 1961 by Northeast Ohio 

Holocaust survivors, and is considered the oldest such 
memorial in the country, according to the foundation, 
which has maintained the site since it was established.

The ashes of Jewish victims are buried at the 
memorial’s base, as well as artifacts from three different 
concentration camps. The low walls surrounding the 
memorial display the names of victims and survivors 
who have since died.

A nonprofit organization that was founded in 1959 by 
Holocaust survivors who settled in Cleveland, Kol Israel 
Foundation initially functioned as a social community 
and extended family for the survivors, many of whom 
were the sole survivors of their families. Kol Israel 
Foundation now works to honor the lives of Holocaust 
survivors and engages their descendants, families, and 
supporters to preserve the legacy and lessons of the 
Holocaust.

The memorial also offers a place for families to honor 
loved ones who have no known resting place or who 
didn’t receive a proper burial.

Families who wish to have the names of Holocaust victims 
or survivors engraved on the monument can contact the Kol 
Israel Foundation through their website, kifcle.org.

Zion Memorial Park cemetery is located at 
5461 Northfield Road in Bedford Heights.

Public officials honor Holocaust Survivors

University Heights Council Member Sheri R. Sax 
leaves a city pin at the Holocaust Memorial at Zion 
Memorial Park  cemetery in Bedford Heights.

On August 21, local elected offi cials attended the third annual Kol Israel Foundation Public 
Offi cial Open House. From left to right, Memorial Chair Mark Frank, Bedford Heights Mayor 
Fletcher Berger, Council Member Sheri R. Sax and Foundation Board Member Anne Lukas.

Signifi cance of Kol Israel Foundation memorial is “astounding"
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13410 Cedar Rd.
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Any Store 
Purchase of 
$100 or More

Any Store 

15UHMM23
Exp: 31OCT23

5UHMM23
Exp: 31OCT23

Purchase of 
$30 or More

Unmatched 
Warranty

Fast, Reliable 
Repairs

Rated 
4.9 Stars

Buy, Sell 
or Repair

Cleveland’s #1 
Tech Repair

ComputerRepairDoctor.com

*limit one per customer*

CALL/TEXT 
(216) 333-1192 

FOR FREE 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

with coupon or photo

$15 OFF ANY 
DIAGNOSIS OR REPAIR
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U   niversity Heights City Hall and John Carroll 
University are separated by only a few blocks. 
But sometimes, the distance can feel like miles. 

City Hall staff and DJs at the campus radio station are 
looking to do something about that – with a little help 
from a group of Cleveland reggae legends.

Carlos Jones and the PLUS Band will perform at the 
inaugural University Heights Back to School Concert 
on Thursday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. on the JCU 
campus. Weather permitting, the show will be held 
outside at the Hamlin Quad. 

All are welcome.
“With this concert, we’re looking to bridge the gap 

between JCU students and their city government, as well 
as the rest of University Heights,” Mayor Michael Dylan 
Brennan said.

Representatives from the city will host information 
tables at the event. The Police Department will present 
information on community policing and parking, while 
the Fire Department will share materials on fire safety.

The Service Department will promote recycling, while 
Economic Development will help share materials from 
local businesses – including coupons, menus, and more.

The first 200 students at the event will receive 
University Heights promotional items from the newly 
restocked Swaginet.

When July’s Summer Concert Series show with Carlos 
Jones and the PLUS Band was rained out, City Hall staff 
decided to turn lemons into lemonade.

“We were disappointed that our July concert with 
Carlos was rained out,” explained Deanna Bremer Fisher, 
the city’s Executive Assistant to the Mayor on Special 
Projects. “But this gave us the opportunity to host a 
concert on campus  after the fall semester began.

“This is our first ‘Town and Gown’ event, and I think 
students and the entire University Heights community 
will benefit from it.”

Not only is Carlos Jones and the PLUS Band popular 
among concert goers in Northeast Ohio, they are 
darlings of music critics as well. Sirius XM Reggae DJ 
Dermont Hussy says, “Carlos Jones is a great band, one 
of the best in America.”

Cleveland Scene Magazine reports, “With Jones at the 
forefront of the scene for more than 25 years, this city’s 
reggae following was practically built on his back. The 
band’s soulful rhythms and heartfelt vocals have made it 
one of Cleveland’s top draws.”

Remember the 21st night of September 
Carlos Jones to headline inaugural Back to School concert at JCU

Carlos Jones has been drawing huge crowds for decades in Northeast Ohio.
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www.EGDEERDEFENSE.com
CALL NOW: 440-447-0022

MyDeerGuy@egdeerdefense.com

PROTECTED

Deer Repellent Specialists®
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YOU SPENT

YEARS TO GROW
CONTACT US NOW!
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Finally, welcome to the City of Beautiful Signs
NeW signs installed at city entrances, JCU, and The Walt

For years, University Heights was known as “The 
City of Beautiful Homes.” While a rebranding 
campaign in 2018 updated the door knocker logo 

and city motto, University Heights still has beautiful 
homes, and now it has beautiful welcome signs to 
match.

This summer, new welcome signs were installed across 
University Heights, with more to come soon.

“The new signs were a long time coming, and now 
that they’re finally being installed, they exceed my 
expectations,” said University Heights Mayor Michael 
Dylan Brennan. “More importantly, the response from 
University Heights residents has been overwhelmingly 
positive.”

The signs feature the new University Heights city logo 
and colors. The four colors of the logo are made with 
transparent plastic, creating a stained-glass appearance 
that allows sunlight to pass through the signs.

“Mayors from other cities have reached out to me, 
asking how their cities can have such beautiful signs,” 
Brennan said.

Seven signs were installed the first week of July, with 
eight more to go up soon. In addition to the welcome 
signs, a new sign was installed at Walter Stinson 
Community Park.

The city logo and the new signs were designed by 
Guide Studio. Design consultant Kevin Fromet said he is 

thrilled with the finished product. “The University Heights 
brand represents the community mosaic," Fromet said, 
"and it is great to see that come to life in the physical 
environment."

“Translating the brand into signage provided an 
opportunity to create a more dynamic brand experience," 
he said. "The transparent colors in the signage are meant 
to mimic stained glass, allowing light and scenery to 
show through in various ways depending on time of day, 
location, and the viewer’s vantage point.”

Phase II of the sign program will include the instillation 
of signs at Purvis Park and University Heights City Hall.

New monument and street signs were installed this summer across University Heights.

A new sign is now displayed at the entrance to Walter Stinson Community Park.
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Since 1963, Council Gardens, a senior subsidized apartment 
complex in Cleveland Heights, has provided quality affordable 
housing for low to moderate income senior adults over 62 and 
for lower income mobility impaired adults of all ages. Council 
Gardens houses 140 residents who are diverse in culture, religion, 
and experience.  Our 122 apartments, located in one mid-rise and 
eight garden buildings, are connected by heated glass-enclosed 
breezeways alive with fl owers and plants.  Flower, fruit, berry and 
vegetable gardens tended by the tenants cover the 8-acre property. 
An outside exercise trail-system and dog play area encourage 
physical activity, while a Zen Garden, Gazebo, self-pollinating 
butterfl y/ hummingbird garden and 5 patios allow for leisurely 
activities. All buildings and all areas are wheelchair accessible.  

I AM COUNCIL GARDENS    

Anne Teeter

“I moved here from
Massachusetts because my
daughter lives around the
corner. It’s been wonderful
to see more of her and of my
grandchildren, and just as
wonderful not to worry about
the rent—it’s so reasonable.
Mostly, I enjoy the quiet and
following world events. This is
truly my home. “

Larry Miller

“As a past triathlon
participant, I love all the

athletic opportunities at my
new residence. Often I ride
my bike to my son’s house

to take care of my grandson.
The outdoor fitness trail is on
our campus and the Heights

indoor pool is only a few
minutes away. I am living my

life the way I want to. “

Phyllis Ohkittikoon 

  “It’s great to be surrounded
by friends and neighbors who
   have a wealth of interesting
  experiences to share. Having

  lived in some of the most
beautiful cities in the world,

    I value the things that make
  us different as much as those
that make us the same. Today, 
happiness is at my front door.”

To learn more about Council Gardens,

    contact Marina Markovich at 216-382-8625 ext. 103
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For more information about Council Gardens contact Marina Markovich                          
at 216-382-8625 x 1004 or visit our website www.councilgardens.org

Family, Family, Family!
Mary Lou and her daughters specialize in helping many families 

find their forever homes.find their forever homes.

Call Us! We’d love to help. 
Mary Lou McHenry: (216) 319-3333  |  maryloumchenry@howardhanna.com
Karen McHenry-Ruppe: (216) 214-6945  |  karenruppe@howardhanna.com
Mary Jo O’Neill: (216) 570-4330  |  maryjooneill@howardhanna.com

3 Reasons to Contact Mary Lou
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Paul Combs, the illustrator of 
the Sprinkles the Fire Dog 
book series, will read and 

sign books at the 2023 University 
Heights Fire Department Open 
House on Sunday, October 8.

The Open House runs from noon 
to 3 p.m. at the Fire Department, 
attached to City Hall. Combs will 
read the book to attendees at 12:30 
and 2:30 p.m. The books “Sprinkles 
the Fire Dog,” and “Sprinkles the 
Fire Dog 2 – Making a Difference” 
will be available for purchase at the 
event.

The theme of National Fire 
Prevention Week for 2023 is 
“Cooking safety starts with YOU.” 
At the Open House, attendees will 
learn about fire safety in the kitchen 
and at outside grills.

Come for the safety tips, stay for 
the fun. Celebrate Fire Prevention 
Week with station tours, food, and 
fun activities for the entire family.

Sprinkles the Fire Dog is an 
inspirational story about a little 
puppy from a big city who dreams 
of one day becoming a fire dog. To 
achieve that dream, Sprinkles must 
overcome his physical limitations, 
the critical corner mutts, and his 
own self-doubt. This is a wonderful 
story about setting goals, putting in 
the work, and turning dreams into 
reality.

Combs is an illustrator, retired 
firefighter, and author of three 
books. He is also a USO volunteer 
entertainer, leadership advisor, and 
keynote speaker.

The reading and book signing by 
Combs is presented in partnership 
with Fire Engineering Magazine. 

Sprinkles the Fire Dog illustrator Paul Combs 
to headline UHFD Open House on October 8

Meet illustrator Paul Combs at the Fire Department Open House.

The annual UHFD Open House will feature fun for the entire family.



The City of University Heights

15universityheights.com Fall 2023     University Heights Mosaic

Since I came to life at City Hall back in 2019, I have 
been dreaming of this moment. Thanks to my new 
friends at Primoz Pizza. I now have a pizza named 

after me.
The “Mr. Cooper” is now available at the Primoz Pizza 

location at 13890 Cedar Road. Drop by in person to order 
one, or call at (216) 273-6704. If you’re super tech savvy 
like me, you may order online at primozpizza.com.

What does my namesake pizza taste like? Well, like 
University Heights itself, the Mr. Cooper pizza is a rich 
mosaic of many different ingredients. The sum is greater 
than the individual parts.

It starts with garlic butter sauce. Then, the culinary 
geniuses at Primoz add their signature cheese blend. 
Next, the Mr. Cooper is topped off with yellow onions, 
jalapeno peppers, red peppers, sausage and chicken.

When you get your first one, post the pic on social 
media so I may share in your enjoyment.

Cooper the Chicken has been the Brand Ambassador 
for the City of University Heights since 2019. He is a not 
a mascot.

5528 Mayfield Rd., Lyndhurst, OH 44124 

Mon-Sat 10 am -6 pm
Closed on Sunday

Major Appliances Since 1922

(440) 449-2650 | www.snowappliance.com

WISH OUR GOOD FRIENDS
AND CUSTOMERS
A VERY HEALTHY216-932-5410

FAMILY HAIR STYLING

2252 WARRENSVILLE CTR.

Tues. - Fri. 8 – 6
Sat. 8 – 4

Closed Sun. & Mon.

By Cooper the Chicken

Dream until your dream comes true
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S ince 2015, more than 102 Cleveland Heights 
residents have strengthened their leadership skills 
and initiated neighborhood-based projects. Now, 

in 2024, University Heights residents will have the same 
opportunity.

FutureHeights, the nonprofit community development 
corporation that serves both cities, offers a 
multidisciplinary neighborhood leadership development 
program for residents who want to make a difference 
in their community. The program, consisting of five 
workshops on Sunday afternoons, is available at no cost 
to residents.

“Participants not only develop leadership skills and 
gain knowledge and tools to help make their community 
strong, safe and vibrant, they also build life-long 
relationships with other members of their cohort,” said 
Sarah Wolf, Community-Building Programs Manager for 
FutureHeights. 

In Session One, participants learn about their 
own strengths and how to create “welcoming 
spaces.” Session Two explores the history of Heights 
neighborhoods and the legacy of grassroots organizing 
on issues such as racial integration. 

 In Session Three, participants learn about Asset-
Based Community Development (ABCD) and how 
to use a strengths-based approach to issues in 
their own neighborhoods. Session Four delves into 

leveraging assets and action-oriented conversations, 
and introduces participants to the FutureHeights 
Neighborhood Mini-Grant Program. 

The fifth and final session features a discussion panel 
with city officials and other local leaders.

The five sessions will take place from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
January 28, February 11 and 25, March 10 and 24 at 
Coventry PEACE Campus, 2843 Washington Blvd. in 
Cleveland Heights.

Applications are being accepted on a rolling basis. The 
application deadline will end on January 12, or when the 
program is full.

Pre-register at FutureHeights.org and 
“drop-in” any time between 4 and 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact 
Wolf at swolf@futureheights.org 

or (216) 320-1423.

Apply now for FutureHeights leadership program

For the fi rst time, University Heights residents can apply for the FutureHeights Neighborhood Leadership Workshop Series.
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Digital Collections 
Here for You 24/7!
Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital 
media, including books, magazines, comics, music, 
movies, and television shows.

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection 
and start exploring!
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Did you notice this icon on the city website? The new online 
Help Desk is here to help University Heights residents get 
help with frequently asked questions.

Missed trash pickup? Click on the Help Desk.
Need a special bulk trash pickup? Click on the Help Desk.
Report a damaged street sign? Pothole? Street light outage? 

Power outage? Help Desk, Help Desk, Help Desk, Help Desk!
You can also use the Help Desk to apply for a block party 

registration, obtain a building permit, or schedule a point of sale 
inspection. Other concerns can be addressed through the Help 
Desk as well.

Of course, if the help you need is assistance in an actual 
emergency, please call 911.

No more wondering who to contact, or posting questions on 
social media. The University Heights Help Desk is your new one-
stop way to get a question answered or a concern addressed.

Have you noticed this new 
icon on the city’s website?
Universityheights.com Help Desk 
streamlines assistance for residents

Twice a year, on the weekend when the clocks 
change, University Heights participates in the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District’s annual 

collection program. We “fall back in fall” during the 
first weekend of November, so that’s when the Service 
Department will be open to collect hazardous waste, as 
well as paper for shredding.

The Fall Household Hazardous Waste Collection and 
Paper Shred Event will take place on Friday, November 
3, 2023, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., drop-off only; and 
on Saturday, November 4, 2023, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
drop off and paper shredding on site at the University 
Heights Service Department, 2300 Warrensville Center 
Road.

For those of you who like to plan ahead, the spring 
event will take place on March 8 and 9, 2024.

For a list of which waste materials may be collected, 
and which ones are not accepted, please visit 
universityheights.com/departments/service.

Fall back in fall, then visit service department
City collects hazardous waste and shreds paper like clockwork

Drop off waste and paper at the Service Department on November 3 and 4.
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Ralph P. Sills Insurance Agency
All Forms of Insurance

13854 Cedar Road
University Heights, Ohio, 44118

Ph 216-321-8033
Fax 216-321-2801

Alan J. Sills
President
sillsins@aol.com

• Homeowners Insurance
• Automobile Insurance

• Business Insurance
• Contractors Insurance/Bonds

SPECIALIZING
IN DRIVEWAYS,

MASONRY,

Kitchen & Baths, 

Complete Remodeling, 

Siding, Windows & Roofi ng
GREAT 

SAVINGS!

UNIVERSITY 
HEIGHTS
SAVINGS

Great 
Financing!

Roof Special 
40% savings 

on installation
CALL NOW!

IT TAKES
The Right Financing to Keep You Warm This Winter.
We Can Find A Plan That Fits Your Budget.

Steven Smylie
President

C O U P ONC O U P O N

*Subject to credit approval. See Smylie One for details.

Saving Your Wallet
from unexpected repair bills

*Financing Available
OH LIC # 18265

f

Vesta Tankless
Water Heater

$250 OFF
Don’t Wait Until Your Hot Water
Heater Bursts & Floods Your Home

You Can Count On Smylie One!
Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season...

With flexible financing options, it’s easy to invest in a new 
heating or cooling comfort system or an unexpected repair, 
without breaking your budget. For a limited time, take 
advantage of our special financing for 36-72 months* on  
select Bryant® high efficiency equipment. We make it easy 
for your family to stay comfortable all year long.

S

Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season...

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

Pro-Max Heating
Tune-Up & Safety Inspection

$20OFF
Now Only $99.95

Over 30 Points on Inspection

www.smylieone.com

Valid thru 3/31/24. Limit one per household. During business hours.
Not valid on prior sales. Can not be used in conjunction with any 
other discounts. Gas forced air and electric AC systems only.

440-449-HEAT(4328)

Serving Northeast Ohio Since 1955

Bryant Whole-Home
Humidification System
•  Helps poor indoor air quality

•  Increases your health and comfort

•  Preserves your furnishings and flooring

•  Prevents dry, itchy skin

•  Eliminates static shock

•  Saves on energy costs

•  Quiet operation

•  Backed by Bryant’s 10 year parts warranty

•  Increases your health and comfort

Humidifier
Whole-Home Humidification

$50 OFF
Protect Your Family & Your Home

From Dry Indoor Air

Pro-Max Plumbing
Professional Service

$25 OFF
On Your Next Service Call

Don’t Delay...Call Today

University Hts 216-371-5643
Pepper Pike 216-831-1595
Mayfi eld Village 440-442-9600
Willoughby 440-209-2969



The City of University HeightsThe City of University HeightsThe City of University Heights

20 universityheights.comUniversity Heights Mosaic Fall 202320 universityheights.com

An Artificial Intelligence research and product 
engineering company, has opened its sales, 
distribution, and research office right here in 

University Heights. Wherible is the aging technology, or 
“Age Tech” arm of Atlanta, Ga.-based Wherible GPS, Inc.  

Wherible’s proprietary technology centers on wearable 
devices and sensors that continually update family 
and caregivers. The platform provides data and text 
alerts on the status, location and activities of loved 
ones aging at home or at facilities. The company’s 
solutions are inexpensive and easy to deploy but provide 
breakthrough AI algorithms critical to the future of 
providing safety to the world’s aging populations. 

Wherible plans to hire additional workers in Northeast 
Ohio as it adds research analysts, product assembly 
and support, as well as sales and distribution functions 
in the area. 

The Company’s technology revolves around cellular 
and Bluetooth technology and has tapped Ali Amini to 
run its US based operation out of University Heights. 

Amini has spent over 25 years creating and consulting 
wireless solutions for major cellular carriers all over the 
United States.  

“The unique dynamics of the area’s healthcare and 
research focus, medical device expertise and tight 
knit communities providing home care in Northeast 
Ohio make it the perfect launchpad for this exciting 
technology,” Amini said. “The affordability and versatility 
of the platform provide opportunities for public/private 
partnerships and trials.” 

Wherible plans to grow its Northeast Ohio operations 
as the nation’s baby boomer population adds 10,000 
people hitting 65 every day. With over 90% of retirees 
wanting to age at home, technology that aids family and 
caregivers is becoming an absolute necessity.

Wherible opens sales, distribution office 

Northeast Ohio celebrates Superman’s local roots

Superman is from the planet 
Krypton. Everyone knows that. 
The creators of the Superman 

comic, Joe Shuster and Jerry Siegel, 
grew up in Cleveland – most people in 
Northeast Ohio know that.

But did you know that Shuster 
and Siegel briefly lived right here in 
University Heights?

Shuster and Siegel created Superman 
when they were high school students 
in Cleveland’s Glenville neighborhood 
in 1933. In 1938, their Superman story 
was chosen for the cover feature of 
National's Action Comics No. 1. In 
January 1939, Siegel and Shuster 
initiated a daily newspaper comic strip. 
A separate Sunday strip was added in 
November 1939. By 1941, the McClure 
Newspaper Syndicate had placed the 
strip in hundreds of newspapers. 

In December 1941, the Shuster family purchased the 
perhaps unfinished house being constructed at 
3866 Tyndall Road. Jerry Siegel and his wife, Bella 
purchased a lot at 2402 Glendon Road in February 1940, 
as that neighborhood was being developed. Tax records 
indicate that they were the ones who built the house. 

This fall, Northeast Ohio is 
celebrating the local legacy of 
Superman. Now through November 
2, “Superman’s Cleveland” will host 
book discussions, comics-making 
workshops, and live interviews with 
creators. 

The University Heights library will 
celebrate The Man of Steel with a 
display of Superman books.

The display will include the 
book “Super Boys: The Amazing 
Adventures of Jerry Siegel and 
Joe Shuster” written by University 
Heights resident Brad Ricca. His 
book is the first comprehensive 
literary biography of the creators of 
Superman.

The Shusters lived in the 
University Heights house only 
until September 1943. In June 

1943, Siegel, who was 28 years old, was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and stationed in Hawaii. His wife 
and son continued to live in the house until he and 
Bella divorced in 1948. The property was placed in 
a trust and was purchased by Herbert Rebman, a 
photographer, in November of that year. 

AI company plans to hire additional workers in Northeast Ohio
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2161 S. Green Rd., University Hts. 
(216) 381-3075

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm
Sat. 10am-5pm

nicholasjeweler.com
Like us!

Unique selection of Estate Jewelry
Custom Jewelry

 Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Buying Silver, Gold & Coins

$7.99 Watch Battery
Replacement

High End Slightly Higher. Only one coupon per customer. Expires 12/29/23 
(most Makes & Models) - No Limit

JacksDeliAndRestaurant.com

OrderJacksOnline.com
216.382.5350

MON: CLOSED | TUES-SAT: 8AM-7PM | SUN: 8AM-3PM

14490 Cedar Road (at Green)

The best sandwich, ever.

fest
BioLOGIES &Geo

I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R GI N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R GI N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R GI N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R GI N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R GI N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D . O R G
@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D@ I N G E N U I T Y C L E V E L A N D

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember
22-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 202322-24, 2023

Tickets :Tickets :Tickets :Tickets :Tickets :Tickets :

Hours :Hours :Hours :Hours :Hours :Hours :Hours :

festfestfestfestfestfest
LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &LOGIES &

$10 WEEKEND PASS!
Kids 12 and under FREE!

Fri 9/22: 6 pm-1am
Sat 9/23: 1pm-1am
Sun 9/24: 1pm-6pm
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Allen Pennington has taken his talents to 
University Heights.

After being employed by the City of Mentor 
for 22 years, Pennington has been hired as the new 
Service Director for University Heights. Pennington 
brings 29 years of experience to his new position.

University Heights Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
made the announcement of Pennington’s hiring at the 
June 20 City Council meeting.

 “In our next Service Director, I wanted someone 
who would share in and implement our City’s vision 
of a modern public works department not only with 
modernized services and improved roads, but with year-
round parks and recreation offerings,” Brennan said. 
“Someone who will help lead in developing the new 
facilities needed to fulfil this vision. Someone who brings 
other relevant expertise to move the City forward, as we 
improve our infrastructure and neighborhoods. 

“As a public engineer, Allen Pennington has 
demonstrated success in Mentor in roads and 
infrastructure, and through his service on the NOACA 
Bicycling Subcommittee. He is up for his next career 
challenge. He will succeed, because he’s smart, he 
works hard, and he gets things done.”

As a licensed professional engineer, Pennington has 
a well-rounded background in capital projects and 
street maintenance. He managed Mentor’s Road Repair 
Program for the last 17 years. Pennington has 22 years 

of experience in public project administration, design, 
and inspection.

In addition, Pennington has served on NOACA’s 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Council since 2021.

Prior to starting in Mentor, Pennington’s previous work 
experience includes stints with CT Consultants, and 
Gleason Construction. He is a member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, as well as the American 
Society of Highway Engineers.

“I have every confidence that Allen will do an 
exceptional job running our Service Department and 
serving the residents of University Heights,” Brennan said.

Pennington replaces Jeff Pokorny, who retired on April 1 
of this year.

His first day of service in University Heights was July 3.

Allen Pennington is new UH Service Director

Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan welcomed Allen Pennington to University 
Heights this summer.

Health Kids Running Series comes to University Heights

T he Health Kids Running Series was founded in 2009 
to provide children with a fun introduction to the 
sport of running in an environment that builds 

confidence and self-esteem. The program encourages kids 
to adopt a “Get Up and Go” attitude.

The HKRS now up and running (pun intended) in 
University Heights.

"We are thrilled to launch the Healthy Kids Running 
Series to the University Heights community" said Tara 
Tonsetic, HKRS Community Coordinator and University 
Heights resident. "The vision, mission, and values the 
organization has set shine light on having kids engage in 
a running program that provides a fun environment, gets 
kids moving, and builds self-esteem." 

The program will be held this fall at Walter Stinson Com-
munity Park on the following Sundays at 2 p.m.: September 
10, September 24, October 8, October 22, and October 29. 

HKRS is a national, community-based nonprofit that 
provides a fun, inclusive five-week running series for 
ages 2 to 14, designed for kids to get active, feel accom-
plished and lay the foundation for a healthy lifestyle.

To register, visit HealthyKidsRunningSeries.org.
 “It’s a safe, healthy environment for kids to become in-

terested in running and realize how fun being active really 
can be,” says Tamara Conan, Vice President of Healthy 

Kids Running Series. “Healthy Kids is designed for children 
who have no background in running whatsoever. You can 
have a child that has never run before or has no experi-
ence in racing, they come and try this for the first time and 
fall in love with it. That’s the best part about it.”

Aligning with one of their values of kindness, Healthy 
Kids Running Series is one of the most inclusive running 
organizations in the nation and takes pride in its Challeng-
er Division which gives children living with disabilities the 
opportunity to participate in all of the wonderful benefits 
that Healthy Kids Running Series offers.

In addition to being a wonderful opportunity for chil-
dren, Healthy Kids Running Series expands to creating a 
healthy lifestyle for the entire family – including parents 
and caregivers.
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BARNONE WINE CAFE

CALL (216) 381-5350

Dine in or Take-Out Available
Panini & Breakfast Sandwiches
Award-Winning Ribs

NOW OPEN IN SHAKER HTS!
20106 Chagrin Blvd. • Shaker Heights, OH 44122

Sharon Friedman
BHHS Professional Realty
Broker Associate, GRI, CRS, Realtor®

“Sell” Phone:  216.338.3233
Email:  sfriedman@bhhspro.com
www.SharonFriedmanHomes.com

  2023/22 University Heights Listings & Sales 

4457 Baintree Road
listed at $215,000

SOLD 6/23 IN 1 DAY!

4346 Silsby Road
listed at $199,000

SOLD 5/22 OVER LIST PRICE!

SOLD 8/23!

2554 Lafayette Drive
listed at $485,000

2248 Fenwick Road
listed at $239,875

SOLD 1/23!

SOLD 3/23 OVER LIST IN 3 DAYS!

3881 Silsby Road
listed at $229,900

FOR SALE!

2343 Miramar Blvd
listed at $799,999

Visit www.2343Miramar.com!

  

Serving University Heights 
for Over 35 Years

and Parade Participant
since 1999!

1495 Warrensville Center Rd. 
South Euclid, OH 44121

(216) 291 - 4000

Buckeye
Medical
Supply

Ramps  Stair Lifts  Bath Safety

Hospital Beds  Incontinence  Walkers
Lift Recliners  Wheelchairs  Scooters 

“Here to help since 1962”

buckeyemedicalsupply.com

13429 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Hts. 44118
Hours:  M-F 10a – 6p • Sat 10a – 5p

216-397-7671 | Woodtraderframing.com

framing over $100 
One discount per visit

$20 on
By appointment only

SAVE

13429 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Hts. 44118
Hours:  M-F 10a – 6p • Sat 10a – 5p

216-397-7671 | Woodtraderframing.com
By appointment only

Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Frame and art restoration
Unique framed artwork

Photo frames
Quilling Cards

13429 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Hts. 44118
Hours:  M-F 10a – 6p • Sat 10a – 5p

216-397-7671 | Woodtraderframing.com

framing over $100 
One discount per visit

$20 on
By appointment only

SAVE

Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.else ... framed for you.else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Art, photos and everything Art, photos and everything 
else ... framed for you.

Frame and art restoration
Unique framed artwork

Photo frames
Quilling Cards

Frame and art restorationFrame and art restorationFrame and art restorationFrame and art restorationFrame and art restorationFrame and art restoration
Unique framed artworkUnique framed artworkUnique framed artwork

Photo framesPhoto framesPhoto frames
Quilling CardsQuilling CardsQuilling Cards

Frame and art restoration
Unique framed artwork

Photo frames
Quilling Cards
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KIDS
Game Day
Sunday, October 29 and November 19, 1 p.m.
Friends and families can have a fun time trying out new 
games from our collection. All ages are welcome, but 
supervision of children is required.

Reading & Rescues
Sunday, Nov 12, 2 p.m.
Looking for a new best friend? How about a great new 
book? The Library and City Dogs are partnering up to 
bring you both! Come for an afternoon of stories, crafts, 
and dogs looking for a home of their own.

TEENS
Dollar Store Drag
Thursday, October 19, 6 p.m.
This is drag on a dime! Release your inner king or queen 
with the help of local performer and makeup aficionado, 
Pineapple Honeydew-Delight. Registration begins 
October 5 at HeightsLibrary.org.

ADULTS
Movie Night
Tuesdays, 6 p.m.

October 3: The Lost City (2022, 92 min, PG-13)
When an eccentric billionaire (Daniel Radcliffe) kidnaps 
introverted novelist Loretta Sage (Sandra Bullock) to 
locate the ancient city featured in her latest book, 
Loretta's charming yet vapid cover model, Alan 
(Channing Tatum), vows to prove his real-life heroism 
matches his fictional alter-ego and embarks on a 
harebrained mission to rescue Loretta.

November 14: Jerry & Marge Go Large 
(2022, 96 min, PG-13)
The remarkable true story of how retiree Jerry Selbee 
(Bryan Cranston) discovers a mathematical loophole in 
the Massachusetts lottery and, with the help of his wife, 
Marge (Annette Bening), wins $27 million dollars and 
uses the money to revive their small Michigan town.

Dog Training Information Series
Presented by Valarie Ross-Smith owner of Sits 'n Wiggles
Dog Training. (Certifi ed Dog Behavior Consultant, 
Certifi ed Professional Dog Trainer – Knowledge 
Assessed, Fear Free Certifi ed Professional, Family Dog 
Mediator).

Dog Body Language
Monday, October 9, 6:30 p.m.
Does a wagging tail always mean a dog is happy? 
Learn more about what body language dogs use when 
relaxed, what subtle things they may display when 
they are uncomfortable, and signs that may even lead 
to aggression. Registration is requested, though not 
required, and begins on Monday September 25 at 
HeightsLibrary.org.

Dog Bite Prevention
Monday, November 13, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about the warning signs of dog bites and how to 
prevent you and your loved ones from getting bitten. 
Registration is requested, though not required, and 
begins on Monday, October 30 at HeightsLibrary.org.

Reduce Food Waste
Thursday, October 18, 6 p.m.
Did you know that the average American throws away 
approximately one pound of food per day? When food is 
sent to the landfill, it has an impact on your wallet and 
the environment. Join us to learn how to shop smarter, 
plan meals, and learn creative uses for food scraps you 
might normally throw away. Presented by the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste District and the UH Green Team.

How to Buy a Car
Monday, October 23, 7 p.m.
You can save money and reduce stress if you have a 
better understanding of the process of buying a car. 
This session will cover such topics as: learning how to 
figure (and get) a fair price, common tactics used by car 
dealers and how to respond to them, deciding what to 
buy, when to buy, whether to buy or lease, whether to 
buy new or used, how to handle a trade-in, and where to 
find more information. We will also discuss the pros and 
cons of hybrids and battery.

University Heights 
Library to host 
events for kids, 
teens, and adults
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2173 South Green Road 
University Heights, OH 44121
happybuddhacafe.com

216-291-2446
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 a - 8:30 p

SATURDAYS Noon - 8:30 p / SUNDAYS 4 p - 8:30 p

Carry-Out 

Studio J Academy of Dance
23945 Mercantile Rd. St.M • Beachwood, Oh 44122

jenn@studiojdance.com • office@studiojdance.com

216-292-2720

Register Online Today! www.studiojdance.com

23945 Mercantile Rd. St.M • Beachwood, Oh 44122
jenn@studiojdance.com • office@studiojdance.com
23945 Mercantile Rd. St.M • Beachwood, Oh 44122

jenn@studiojdance.com • office@studiojdance.com
23945 Mercantile Rd. St.M • Beachwood, Oh 44122

THURSDAYS W/MISS ELISSA
BALLET, TAP, TUMBLING 3-5 YEAR OLDS

BALLET, TAP JAZZ 4-6 YR OLDS
BALLET & TAP 6-9 YR OLDS

ADULT BALLET
ADULT TAP

NEW CLASSES ADDED!

To learn about Gesu Catholic School, 
faith-based programs, service 

opportunities, and much more please 
visit churchofthegesu.org.

at Church of the Gesu!at Church of the Gesu!
Come worship wi� us 

To learn about Gesu Catholic School, 

opportunities, and much more please 

2470 Miramar Blvd.
University Heights, OH

Mass Times:
Saturday: 4:30 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am
Monday – Friday: 7:30 am

Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:30 am

L E T  U S 
H O S T !

Intimate to extravagant

Your private even t 

MARCHANT MANOR CHEESE SHOP

2 2 1 1  L E E  R O A D  C L E V E L A N D  H E I G H T S
2 1 6 - 8 6 0 - 1 8 6 2

m a r c h a n t m a n o r . c o m
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John Carroll University to maintain beauty, 
thanks to generous gift from Class of 1983

A t John Carroll University, students benefit from a 
transformational Jesuit education, robust
 experiences outside the classroom, a vibrant 

student life … all against the backdrop of a picturesque 
suburban campus.

Lisa (Amato) Reid ’83 summed up a commonly held 
feeling, saying, “Our bucolic campus is a literal oasis 
within the bustling outer ring of University Heights.” 

Bill Donnelly ’83, Chairman of JCU’s Board of Directors, 
and his classmates want to keep it that way. That’s why 
they started the Campus Beautification Fund. 

Donnelly started by inviting landscape architect 
Jayson DeGreeter to JCU. “Our campus can be an 
important strategic asset,” he said. “But we needed a 
vision for the future, and we needed a plan to invest 
in it.”

DeGreeter spent time walking the grounds and 
interviewing faculty, staff, and board members. He 
observed how students used the space and reflected on 
how to improve the campus. 

“It’s obvious the campus is a special place for alumni 
and students,” he said. “I felt a great responsibility to 
deliver a plan that presents how to tend to this campus 
appropriately for today’s students and for the next 
generation.”

An equally important step for the future was securing 
funding. With the Class of ‘83’s 40th reunion coming up, 
Donnelly turned to his former roommate Tom Burke to 
lead the reunion class gift. 

“I was happy to take on the role, but I needed a 
purpose the class could rally around,” Burke said. 
“Campus beautification was the perfect focus.”

Burke reached out to classmate Jim Brown. 
“I remember my mom saying if the school is this intent 

on keeping up the grounds, I bet they’re just as focused 
on educating their students. I told Tom to sign me up. 
I was ready to help,” he said.

Burke enlisted Class of ’83 volunteers to assist in 
fundraising and match donations. He also orchestrated 
a big push for participation around JCU’s Giving Day 
in April.

“Tom was a master at getting our class rallied around 
this opportunity,” said Sandra Ryan ’83. “With the 
Campus Beautification Fund, we found a way to impact 
the greatest number of people at the University.”

To date, the fund has grown to $130,000. As an 
endowment, the assets can be invested with the 
proceeds available to fund future projects.  

Jeremiah Swetel, Assistant Vice President of Facilities 
and Auxiliary Services, commented that the University is 
fortunate to have the Class of 1983 take on this project. 

“It’s important to sustain the beautiful aesthetics 
of the campus,” he said. “An endowment like this lets 
us maintain and improve our campus, allowing our 
operating budget to focus on educating students.”

Burke wants to offer every 40-year reunion class 
the opportunity to make the Campus Beautification 
Fund the focus of its reunion gift, though everyone is 
welcome to contribute. “We all thought this campus was 
beautiful when we first visited 45 years ago,” he said. 
“It’s beautiful today and, if we stick to the plan, it will be 
beautiful 100 years from now.”

JCU is beautiful today, and will be beautiful 100 years from now.



27universityheights.com Fall 2023     University Heights Mosaic

Insurance Solutions with Choices

BENEFIT
SOURCEINC

RONALD J. FLEETER
President

P (216) 595-5300
F (216) 595-9658

ron@ebenefitsource.com
www.ebenefitsource.com

25700 Science Park Dr  Ste 130  
Beachwood  Ohio 44122 

.
.

T
H

E

Insurance Solutions with Choices

BENEFIT
SOURCEINC

RONALD J. FLEETER
President

P (216) 595-5300
F (216) 595-9658

ron@ebenefitsource.com
www.ebenefitsource.com

25700 Science Park Dr  Ste 130  
Beachwood  Ohio 44122 

.
.

T
H

E
We can help with employer group bene�ts,

personal health insurance and Medicare. 

Ronald J. Fleeter
President
ron@ebene�tsource.com • ebene�tsource.com
25700 Science Park Dr Ste 130 • Beachwood Ohio 44122

Call Ron Fleeter at 216-595-5300
for more information

• Are you self-employed or own a business? We 
develop unique solutions by thinking out of the 
box for your health insurance.

• We can help review your Medicare options. We’ll 
take the confusion out of it.

• Learn about solutions for children who have aged 
o� their parents’ plan or plans for individuals who 
have recently lost their job.

PLAN YOUR VISIT TODAY &

FALL PREVIEW DAY
SAVE THE DATE FOR

OCTOBER 21

QR CODE TO THE VISIT PAGE
VISIT.JCU.EDU

Expertise. 
Compassion.
Results.

ADVANCED, 
EVIDENCE-BASED 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
PROVIDED WITH 

INDIVIDUAL CARING
ATTENTION TO
YOUR NEEDS

SPECIALTY SERVICES 
INCLUDE:

•Orthopedic Manual Therapy
•Dizziness and Imbalance
•Foot and Ankle Disorders
•TMJ Dysfunction
•Parkinson’s management
•Running Athletes
•And Much More

Dr. Joseph Moskowitz, PT, DPT
                Marjorie Kerestesy, PTA

216.577.1933
inmotionptohio.com

14100 Cedar Road # 130
University Hts., OH 44121
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19 News reporter, JCU grad Rachel Vadaj 
to return home to host Civic Awards

As an afternoon traffic anchor, host of the Emmy-
Nominated Cleveland Now, and roving reporter for
 Friday Night Football Frenzy Game of the Week, 

Rachel Vadaj of 19 News is indeed everywhere. 
The John Carroll University grad will return to campus 

on Wednesday, November 15 to host the 2023 University 
Heights Civic Awards. A reception with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and live entertainment will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
with the award ceremony starting promptly at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Jardine Room.

“University Heights will always be a home in my heart. 
While I was a student here, I prayed to be where I am 
today,” Vadaj said. “To be welcomed back by my college 
town as your host is one of my highest honors.”

Each year, the Civic Awards honor those who are 
working hard to make our University Heights an even 
better place to live, work, and raise a family.

This year’s event will honor the Citizen of the Year, as 
well volunteers, educators, and “good neighbors.”

“After a long absence, we brought back the Civic 
Awards in 2019,” said Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan. 
“It’s important to honor the people who are making a 
difference in our community.

“We’re known for our beautiful homes, and that’s 
important. But what’s even more important are the kind, 
beautiful people who make University Heights such a 
special community.”

Prior to joining the 19 News team, Vadaj graduated 
from JCU in 2017 with Cum Laude honors, and as a 
member of the National Communications Honor Society 
Lambda Pi Eta and the National Jesuit Honor Society 
Alpha Sigma Nu.

At college, she was a Reporter, Host, Entertainment 
Producer, the first female Sports Director/Producer, 
and the first female President of the campus news 
organization, JCTV.

“John Carroll University was the only college I toured and 
applied for. From the moment I stepped on campus, I knew 
I was meant to be a Blue Streak,” Vadaj said.

Outside of the studio, she was a multiple-award winning 
journalist for Odyssey and the student newspaper The 
Carroll News.

“Who you know will teach you what you know, and who 
you know will help you show what you know. JCU housed 
the connections I needed to manifest my dream of being 
a TV news reporter for my hometown I’ve had since I was 
13,” Vadaj said.

Aside from reporting, Vadaj’s other love is for dance. 
Her first job was as a ballerina for Ballet San Jose’s The 
Nutcracker before dancing with the Radio City Rockettes 
for three years at Radio City Music Hall. Vadaj took her 
dance career’s final bow as the Captain of the John Carroll 
University Dance Team.

Vadaj is also creating a foundation called Rachel's 
Rescues to promote the care, safety, and protection of 
all companion animals, and especially the adoption of 
companion pets by working with animal advocacy groups, 
shelters, and humane societies.

Rachel Vadaj

L ate last month, Bialy’s Bagels quietly opened their sandwich 
operation. Getting this up and running has been a true labor of 
love for owners Sarah and Rachel Gross. 

From their very first day at the helm of Bialy’s Bagels, they knew 
bagel sandwiches were a lofty goal. After overcoming significant 
obstacles, their whole team is proud beyond words, and so excited to 
embark on this new adventure.

Bagel sandwiches at Bialy’s! 
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City Council Member
Sheri R. Sax
ssax@universityheights.com

City Council Member
Threse Marshall
tmarshall@universityheights.com

City Council Member
Brian King
bking@universityheights.com

City Council Member
Winifred Weizer
wweizer@universityheights.com

City Council Member
John P. Rach
jrach@universityheights.com

Vice Mayor and
City Council Member
Michele Weiss
mweiss@universityheights.com

Mayor & Safety Director 
Michael Dylan Brennan 
mdb@universityheights.com
(216) 932-7800 x 222

City Council Member
Christopher Cooney
ccooney@universityheights.com
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... because you
are here.

Through Federation’s Access Jewish 
Cleveland service, we were able 
to help Martha when her family 
started noticing signs of memory 
loss. We connected them to the 
right resources at the Jewish Family 
Service Association - including home 
cleaning services, home-delivered 
meals, and more.

*name has been changed for confidentiality

we were
there ...

2024 CAMPAIGN

Donate today at
jewishcleveland.org

or scan code
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Cleveland Heights-University Heights City Schools Update
What’s Happening in Your Neighborhood Schools
By: Cathan Cavanaugh

Back to School
The CH-UH City School District 

welcomed K-12 students back for a 
new school year on August 23. The 
school district’s theme for the year is 
- once again - Believe. 

“When I did my annual temperature 
check to get some inspiration for 
the 23-24 theme, what I found 
surprised me. The Believe theme had 
resonated so strongly [in the 
22-23 school year]  that the 
consensus was to keep it the same. 
This year, I want us to focus on 
the great power of our collective 
efficacy,” said Kirby. “Studies have 
shown that when teachers and staff 
believe that through their collective 
effort they can accomplish a goal, 
they tend to accomplish it. And when 

we believe in our students - and they 
know that we believe in them - they 
accomplish their goals, too.

Gearity Elementary Teachers 
Embrace Visible Learning

“It’s a lot harder to get where 
you’re going if you don’t know 
the target.” That’s what Gearity 
Professional Development School’s 
Instructional Coach Karlene Sa’ad had 
to say about her building’s approach 
to teacher clarity and visible learning.

Gearity uses departmentalization 
in its classrooms, meaning that one 
teacher in each grade teaches math 
and science to both groups, while 
the other teaches English Language 
Arts and social studies. This allows 
teachers to focus greater attention 
on creating lessons and to really 
become experts in their subject 
areas. It also allows teachers in a 
single subject area to meet weekly 
with those from other grade levels to 
create long-term instructional plans 
and ensure that what is taught in one 
grade level builds upon what was 
taught in the last. 

According to Ms. Sa’ad, students 
have become adept at understanding 
and communicating where they 
are in the learning process. They 
have portfolios to showcase their 
work over time and are able to 
identify both how much they have 
learned and what they need to do to 
continue that progress in both math 
and literacy. 

“It also gives us the chance to 
celebrate all that students have 

accomplished,” said Ms. Sa’ad, which 
is a key part of their learning plan. 

Heights High Swim Teams Earn 
National Academic Awards

Three Cleveland Heights swimming 
seniors (‘23) were named Academic 
All-Americans: Emma Adamo, 
Kathryn Braverman and Clare 
Dolan. This is a national award for 
graduating seniors who are varsity 
level and who achieve academic 
excellence. 

The Girls and Boys Varsity Teams 
were also honored as All-American 
Scholar Teams, a national award 
bestowed upon teams with twelve 
or more members earning one 
of the highest combined GPAs in 
the country. The Girls Team was 
recognized in the Gold tier, meaning 
fewer than two dozen teams across 
the country posted higher academic 
accomplishments than they did.

The Class of 2023, as a student 
body, earned about $14.5 million in 
scholarship offers.

Save the Date for Homecoming 
Weekend 

Visit CHUH.org to read more about 
these news stories and many others.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the 
Supervisor of Communications 
for the CH-UH School District.

Valencia Collins enrolled at Tri-C to earn a nursing degree, 
and today she has a job doing what she loves.

When Valencia came to Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C), her life changed. 
She capitalized on the �nancial, professional and personal support the 
College offered, and Tri-C became the foundation of the professional she is 
today. Are you ready to start your new career?

I earned my 
�rst degree 
at Tri-C®

tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

1963-2023

23-0858
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