
   

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3,  2023  
  
 Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.    
  
Roll Call:   
  
    Present:  Mrs. Michele Weiss 

Mrs. Sheri Sax 
Mrs. Barbara Blankfeld 
Mr. John Rach 

        Mr. Justin Gould 
Mr. Christopher Cooney 

 Mr. Brian King 
 

  Also Present:  Assistant Law Director Michael Cicero      
        Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas  
     Fire Chief Robert Perko  
        Police Chief Dustin Rogers  
                  Housing and Community Development Geoff Englebrecht  
        Economic Development Susan Drucker  
     Service Director Jeffrey Pokorny 
     Communication and Civic Engagement Michael Cook  
  
Approval of Council Minutes:  
  
Council Meeting December 19, 2022 
 
There were no corrections or additions to the Council meeting minutes from December 19, 2022. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. WEISS, SECONDED BY MR. COONEY to approve the December 19, 2022 
Council Minutes.  On roll call, all voted “aye.”   
 
 Additions and Removals from the Agenda; Referrals to Committee  
  
Mayor Brennan stated that today Service Director Mr. Pokorny distributed a memo dated January 3, 
2023 regarding revised proposal for the reconstructing of the City Hall main entrance roof. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. SAX, SECONDED BY MR. KING to add new agenda item “d” motion to 
approve revised proposal from McNulty Construction for the reconstruction of the City Hall 
Entrance Roof.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 
Mr. Gould stated that he would like to add as the new agenda item e. Further discussion regarding 
moving City Council meetings to City Hall and report from the Director of Law. 
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MRS. BLANKFELD new agenda item “e” further 
discussion regarding the proposed move of Council meetings to City Hall and report from Director 
of Law.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 
There were other additions/removals from the agenda or referrals to Committee. 
 
Comments from Audience  
 
There were no audience comments. 
 
Reports and Communications from the Mayor, and the taking of action thereon: 
 
Mayor’s Report  
 
The State of the City Address will be Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:00PM in the auditorium at Dolan 
Science Center at John Carroll University. 
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In preview of that now. Five years ago this week, I took office as the tenth Mayor of the City of University 
Heights.  Since then,  
• we rebuilt the fire department,  
• reopened the Fire Prevention Bureau,  
• created the office of Community Policing,  
• established the city's first Economic Development Department,  
• rebranded the city,  
• started the Mosaic Magazine,  
• built new homes (including the city's first new housing development since the 1970's).  
Since we started five years ago, we  
• reformed the Building Department,  
• elevated Housing and Community Development as its own department.  
• rebuilt the Finance department, instituted best practices, and have had clean audits ever since, even 
earning recognition from the state auditor for "excellence in financial reporting" in 2021.  
 
We have constructed bike lanes on WCR, and traffic-calming pedestrian safety enhancements on WCR, 
Green Road, and all along Cedar Road – especially at Cedar-Green, Cedar-Belvoir, Cedar-Washington, 
Cedar-Thayne.  
 
We have built a strong sense of community centered around The Walt, with the improved concert series, 
and also with the annual Fall Fest and Juneteenth celebrations we started. 
Presently: 
• Work towards new municipal facilities is underway.  
• Work towards updating our zoning code is underway.  
• Work with JCU on their Fieldhouse and South Gateway projects is ongoing.  
• We have committed to becoming a sustainable city with projects and improvements planned – we 
were one of 22 communities recognized by Power a Clean Future Ohio for our fresh commitment to 
sustainability in 2022, and in 2023 and beyond we will endeavor to live up to our commitment. A 
greenhouse gas inventory is underway and will be completed later this month. In order to measure the 
improvements we make, we need to know our current starting point, as we endeavor to reduce our carbon 
emissions by 30% by 2030. All this, and we have Bike Boulevards to come, too! 
 
Turning to special use permits… 
We reapproved and then oversaw the construction of Cleveland Community Mikva.  
We negotiated and approved the special use permit and worked closely with Zichron Chaim on the 
construction of their new synagogue (which is underway).  
We negotiated and approved the special use permit and just entered in late December the development 
agreement (at last) on the new Aleksander Shul -- with construction plans to be finalized in the next six 
months.  
 
Under my administration, the City of University Heights has never rejected a special use permit for a 
house of worship.  
 
And under previous administrations, I am unaware of the last time there was rejection, if ever, of a special 
use permit for a house of worship in the City of University Heights. The Beachwood-University Heights 
Kollel special use permit was approved under the previous administration, as was the initial special use 
permit for the Cleveland Community Mikva, which was later extended and reapproved under my 
administration. And before even that, Zichron Chaim’s current location, adjacent to a business district but 
within a residential district, required and was approved for a special use permit (years ago). 
At the last council meeting of 2022, council authorized by a vote of 5-2 that the city enter into the 
settlement agreement resolving litigation with Aleksander Shul. Though the City approved the special use 
permit over 13 months ago, the settlement was at long last reached. Rabbi Shnior Denciger and I signed 
the settlement agreement, and last week, the federal court accepted it and entered it as an order of the 
court, closing the case effective December 27, 2022 – one day before the Rule 68 deadline on the City’s 
offer of judgment. There will be some motion practice regarding attorney fees, as agreed. And the 
Aleksander Shul is on the clock to present plans that administration may remove and approve for 
construction within six months.  The destiny of the Aleksander Shul is in their hands. I look forward to 
the Aleksander Shul joining the community formally at long last. 
 
Though that is all good news, I nevertheless have buried the lede. The most significant development to 
date on University Square. For some time we have negotiated with Target, Macy's, and the new developers 
to break the impasse on redeveloping University Square. In December 2022 we came to terms on an MOU 
for redevelopment of this long blighted center of our community.  
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When the bondholders foreclosed and took over the property in 2015, they had an 18 to 24 month plan to 
turn around University Square. Eight long years later, we now have the framework for finalizing the details 
for actual redevelopment of University Square.  
 
Once as a mere resident I sought this office in hopes of one day reaching this point. Like my neighbors 
and so many of you, I was tired of nothing being done with University Square.  I began taking meetings 
on University Square in late 2017, even before I was sworn into my first term as mayor.  I knew it wouldn’t 
be easy, because if it were easy, it would have been done already, years ago, before I even got involved 
myself. It was through sheer will, persistant efforts of this administration, Susan Drucker and Luke 
McConville especially, and the refusal to give up or accept defeat or failure, that has brought us to this 
point at last.  
 
For this we can all be grateful, and we can all share in the success of reaching this point. Even as the work 
continues. 
 
This leaves one more area of municipal services that remains largely unreformed.  Our Service 
Department. 
 
Yes, there have been some improvements. In 2018 we did increase the number of snow plows on the roads 
-- and the sidewalks. We modified the sensible salting program to make it pedestrian friendly, especially 
in areas with high numbers of pedestrians at the times when we reasonably expect a high number of 
pedestrians. We made special pickups for bulk pickup available online to order. We have encouraged 
composting, and greener practices regarding leaf pickup. It is still true: Leaves leave faster when you bag 
them. 
 
However, with the 2023 budget we have now passed the fourth budget since receiving in 2019 the draft 
recommendation of GT Environmental to reform our solid waste pickup. In spite of the urging of 
administration, the City Council (and the City Council Finance Committee in particular) have taken no 
action to fund modernization of our solid waste collection, and in fact, cut from the 2022 budget funding 
that would have begun modernization incrementally with the acquisition of recycling carts and an 
implementation of loose recycling collected curbside.  
 
Costs continue to escalate. Equipment continues to be outdated. Labor continues to be scarce. Here in 
University Heights, we have difficulty hiring and keeping a full complement of full time and part time 
service employees. Next door, in Shaker Heights, they too are seeking additional refuse collectors, six of 
them per their recent and current job posting, and even offering signing bonuses. We pay a fair wage to 
our service employees, but I am fully aware that service department and refuse collection work in other 
communities is more attractive than in ours because those departments have modernized and University 
Heights has not. Rather than hoisting thousands of fifty pound garbage cans over their heads every week, 
the work elsewhere is less back-breaking, and safer with automation.  
 
As if the reports from experts we retained and other expert input from the solid waste field were not 
enough, the community was surveyed twice last year. And from that we know that 84% of the community 
thinks recycling is important. We know that while 4 out of 10 residents would prefer to maintain the 
current method of pickup, 5 out of 10 are ready for a change. And we know that residents who have lived 
elsewhere, where curbside automated pickup of rubbish and recycling was standard, that they tend to 
prefer that over backyard pickup. That’s right, UH residents who are first-hand familiar with both curbside 
automated and backyard pickup tend to prefer curbside automated. 
 
We have known since before the 2022 surveys, from the 2019-20 Solid Waste Study, that keeping the 
current method of pickup is not sustainable. Not from an ecological perspective. Not from a financial 
perspective. Not from a workplace safety perspective. No survey, not even two surveys, changes the facts. 
 
Since October 2022 we have begun paying about $2,500 a month to process recyclables, while other cities 
are getting paid for their recyclables – and are recycling more and different items than our current setup 
allows. Other cities can recycle polypropylene -- plastic yogurt tubs and sour cream containers -- while 
we cannot.  Other cities actually recycle glass, while our glass is simply ground into particulate for 
pavement. A reuse of that glass better than landfilling, but not as good as actual recycling. 
The choice to modernize should be obvious. But, the City Council Finance Committee made clear this 
past Fall that it would not take it up during the now completed 2023 budget cycle. The Service and Utilities 
Committee will have another meeting on the subject tomorrow at January 4, 2023 at 6pm here at Wiley.  
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To the residents of this city: If you care about the environment, about better recycling, about workplace 
safety, and fiscal responsibility, then I suggest you attend Wednesday’s meeting here at Wiley at 6pm and 
be heard.  
 
Thank you, this concludes my report. 
 
Report and Communications from City Council, and the taking of action thereon  
 
There were no reports or communication from City Council. 

 
Reading and Disposition of Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions and Consideration of Agenda Items:  
 

A.  Notice of Appointment by Councilperson Brian King of David Jackson 
to the Charter Review Commission) 

 
Mr. King stated that on December 20, 2022 Rick Brown, member of the Charter Review Commission 
passed away in his sleep.  Everyone who knew him is devastated by the absence of him in our lives. Rick 
grew up on Meadowbrook, went to Heights High School and raised his family on Westwood with his 
wife.  A kindhearted man dedicated to family, friend and community.  This dedication was embodied 
throughout his life; serving as a Cub Scout leader, a little league coach, President of his Temple and on 
the Charter Review Committee.   His presence will be sorely missed.  While no one can replace Rick 
Brown, Mr. King stated that he was appointing David Jackson to the Charter Review Commission. 
Mr. King added that David has been a resident of University Heights since 2019 and has set deep roots in 
the city with his young family.  He is a real estate agent serving the Heights.  Mr. King said he knew David 
to be an astute and thoughtful person who is invested in the future of the community.  David will be an 
asset to this important city proceeding. 
 
 

B. Motion to Approve Transportation Services Contract with Senior 
Transportation  

 
Mayor Brennan stated that this was a long-standing program and Walter Stinson used to serve on the 
Board of Senior Transportation Connection (STC) which enables some of the city’s seniors to age in place.  
Approximately 367 trips taken in 2022 by 17 different residents for approximately 1,350 miles traveled.  
The trips were as follows: 89 for dialysis appointments, 147 for other medical, 19 for personal and 112 
for shopping. $1,113 was paid in fares.   This is an important and valuable service and ought to be kept.  
The contract will have a small increase cost over the $15,000 Mayor’s authority because of the increased 
cost of fuel and other items to run the program.  The service continues even though the contract would be 
effective January 1, 2023 and passed on a retroactive basis. 
 
Mrs. Weiss agreed that this was a service the city needed to keep and something the seniors depend on.  
As soon as council receives the updated contract she would be happy to vote in favor of it. 
 
Mr. Gould asked Mrs. Sax if she was aware of any other transportation services or options that could be 
considered or is this it? 
 
Mrs. Sax commented that other transportation services or options are slim, this is a viable option and if it 
has been used in the past with success then it would probably be a good prospect.  It would be helpful to 
know if there has been any complaints or glitches. 
 
Mayor Brennan added that some communities that had their own transportation service but have gotten 
away from that because of the cost.  Mayor Brennan noted that the city can cancel the contract with a 90-
day notice given and said he would invite the program’s director Mrs. Laura Kleinman to present at the 
next Council meeting. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. WEISS, SECONDED BY MRS. BLANKFELD to table the Approval of the 
Transportation Services Contract with Senior Transportation Connection until the contract is 
provided.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 

C. Motion to Approve Price Quote from Starfish for IT Emergency 
Support and Service for a 3-month period of January, February and 
March 2023 in an amount not to exceed $16,650.00  
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Mayor Brennan said that this was the standard price approval quote from Starfish.  Incidentally, bids were 
opened at the end of last year just prior before the holidays regarding IT services.  Mayor added that he 
anticipated the Tech Advisory Committee will be meeting to review the bids and make recommendations 
to Council.  This may be the last Emergency Support and Service that needs approval.  
 
MOTION BY MR. KING, SECONDED BY MRS. WEISS to Approve Price Quote from Starfish 
for IT Emergency Support and Service for a 3-month period of January, February and March 2023 
in an amount not to exceed $16,650.00.  On roll call, all voted “aye”    
 

D. Motion to approve revised quote and proposal from McNulty 
Construction for the reconstruction of the City Hall Entrance Roof. 

 
Mr. Pokorny reported that the project had been brought to Council for approval with a cost of $18,500 
and at that time Council requested that it be reviewed by the ARB.  McNulty presented the project to the 
ARB and the ARB requested that changes be made to the design by changing the front door, redirect the 
downspout and do some footer design work for the columns associated with the roof.  The additional work 
added $6,000 bringing the revised quote to $24,5000.  The ARB approved the revised changes. 
 
Mr. Rach asked if there was going to be any changes to the brick work because in the revised drawing it 
looks like the roof line was lower and the current roof line. 
 
Mr. Pokorny replied that there is no change in the roof line it’s just the angle in which the picture was 
drawn or the scale is not accurate. 
 
Mr. Rach asked Mr. Pokorny to make sure that the height of the canopy will remain in line with the 
existing height. 
 
MOTION BY MR. RACH, SECONDED BY MRS. BLANKFELD to approve the revised quote 
from McNulty Construction in an amount not to exceed $24,500 with the condition that the height 
of the canopy is maintained as the same height of the existing canopy.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 

E. Further discussion regarding the proposed move of Council meetings 
to City Hall and report from Director of Law.   

 
Mr. Gould stated that at the previous Council meeting there was discussion regarding moving Council 
meetings back to City Hall and the Law Director was asked to make a memorandum regarding the issues 
and to mediate having a viewing room separate from the main meeting room.  Mr. Gould said he was 
under the impression that that memorandum has been prepared. 
 
Mr. McConville stated his memorandum was submitted to the Mayor and Council earlier in the day.  That 
memorandum indicates that the ADA does apply to the City.  The City is obligated to comply with the 
ADA requirements in connection with its facilities.  Because the ADA applies we need to look more 
broadly as to what might be applicable to the scenario of returning meetings to upper chamber at City 
Hall.  There is a provision in the ADA that indicates that it is discriminatory to provide an opportunity or 
a service to a disabled person that is different from or separate from that opportunity or service that is 
provided to others, unless the opportunity or service is provided in a manner that is “as effective” as that 
provided to others.  Mr. McConville said that in connection with the question as to whether having a 
remote viewing room would satisfy the requirements of the ADA he thought a lot would depend on the 
facts of that remote viewing room and in particular in order to meet the “as effective” requirement the 
City would need to make sure it had sound systems in place on the one hand and technology in place on 
the other hand that worked very seamlessly and that allowed a disabled person who might be in that 
viewing room to participate in public comment, to participate in real time as others are permitted to do.  
And that we have reasonable certainty that our technology is going to hold up and that we don’t have the 
kinds of interruptions or obstacles as a standard that we sometimes experience here at Wiley. Mr. 
McConville said he knew for example that earlier this evening there was a resident who was having trouble 
hearing one person.  We would have to be careful with having systems in place and having a process in 
place eliminating that kind of defect.  If we do have defects in our technology or in our systems, Mr. 
McConville thought that it could lead to potential exposure and added that he had not had the chance to 
look at comparative case law but would look into if that was something that Council wanted him to do.  
Mr. McConville added that he did not want to foreclose the possibility from a legal standpoint but he did 
want to make sure everyone understood that there would be some challenges and work to do to meet the 
“as effective” language in the ADA. 
 
Mr. Gould said that from his part, wanting to change to that location is motivated by the technology that 
we repeated have here (at Wiley).  The residents want access to these meetings virtually.  They discuss 
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Council’s/their business on virtual forms.  They complain that they cannot hear people talking, they try to 
join in on the links that we post which in the past was fine for the open meetings issue, but when you tell 
someone they can engage their Council in meetings virtually and then they aren’t able to speak or hear 
that is a problem.  Council invested 10’s of thousands of dollars into the audio/video system we currently 
have and it does not broadcast, that is a problem.   So we have this “owl” as a makeshift option but we are 
turning to a more permanent Council Chambers where we are in control and can invest in the internet 
connection is really important.  Moving back to a more permanent Council Chambers where that 
technology can be invested is a way to provide access to all the residents. 
 
Mrs. Blankfeld agreed with Mr. Gould, according to her neighbors they are not providing the ability to 
view or participate in Council meetings virtually. 
 
Mr. Cooney also agreed with Mr. Gould and Mrs. Blankfeld that returning to City Hall for meetings should 
be explored. 
 
Mrs. Sax also agreed and added that she believed that all of Council wants to maximize the access ability 
of residents to meetings whether in person or virtually. 
 
Mr. King commented in respect to moving back to City Hall there would have to be additional investment 
that would need to be made in order to bring the Chambers up to that technological bar where they could 
expect resident to be able to view the meetings on line and in an acceptable manner.  In regards to the 
primary issue with the sound quality here at Wiley, the problem occurred when the school system changed 
to wi-fi configuration that became incompatible with the camera system.  The sound system does directly 
go into the cameras and the quality of those meetings was much higher.  Mr. King said he thought the 
quickest path to get a higher quality streaming to the residents would be to reengage the school district or 
find some other manner to get an internet connect that works with the cameras and then stay in this 
location. 
 
Mrs. Weiss added that she wanted to make sure that Council was still of the opinion that Mr. Cook should 
still work with Starfish to handle the IT issues at Wiley to live stream the meetings. 
 
Mr. Gould replied that was completely separate and apart.  But he knew that the Clerk had a little bit of 
experience around some of the streaming systems and could help identify implementing some of those in 
moving meetings back to city hall.  And, if she were willing to work with the Law Director to identify 
programs that would be compliant.  Both of these things could happen simultaneously. 
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MRS. BLANKFELD directing the Clerk of Council 
to work with the Law Department to identify ADA and Public Meeting Acts for compliance options 
for returning to City Hall for Council meetings.  On roll call, all voted “aye.”  

 
F. Motion to Enter Executive Session for the purpose of Discussing 

Legal Proceedings, Personnel and Real Estate Matters  
 
Executive Session was not needed. 
 
Director’s Reports  
  
Finance Department – Mr. Kennedy 
 
Mr. Kennedy provide some highlights to the 2022 financial statements but noted that the department is 
still in the process of finalizing the books for 2022 and he would provide the written financial statements 
to Council in the upcoming weeks. 
 
Economic Development – Mrs. Drucker 
 
Mrs. Drucker reminded everyone about the Zoning Code update committee meeting on January 25 from 
6pm – 8pm at John Carroll University in the Jardine room. 
 
There were no other director reports.  
  
Standing Council Committees:  
 
Economic Development – Mr. Rach 
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Mr. Rach reported that there will be an Economic Development Committee meeting on January 11 at 6pm 
to review the City Engineer’s contract.  Mr. Rach said that the committee will need the previous and 
proposed new Engineer contract for the meeting as well as the hourly rates for both.  
Finance Committee – Mrs. Weiss  
 
The Finance Committee will meet on January 30 at 6pm. 
 
Safety Committee – Mr. Gould 
 
Mr. Gould stated that they had a good committee meeting that included a visit from the Executive Director 
of the Chagrin Valley Dispatch and discussed the partnership and communications with the city.  The 
committee also discussed certain safety issues especially those on Hadleigh Road and requested that 
citizens continue to notify police through the emergency number for emergencies and the non-emergency 
number for non-urgent emergencies of any traffic safety or other issues related to the flow of traffic 
through their neighborhoods so that correct records can be had.  Finally, there was a discussion regarding 
the University Heights vacant home and special attention program and we're just letting our residents 
know that when they go out of town or if they for other reasons feel like their home needs special attention 
from our patrolling officers they can call 24 hours a day to our non-emergency number and request that 
their own be placed into the CAD system for special attention by patrolling officers.  The next committee 
meeting will be just prior to the first regularly scheduled City Council meeting in February. 
 
Service Committee – Mrs. Sax   
 
The Service and Utilities Committee will meet tomorrow, January 4 2023 at 6pm.  
 
There were no other Council Committee reports.  
 
Council Committee of the Whole – Mrs. Weiss 
 
Mrs. Weiss reported that there will be a Joint Facilities and Infrastructure Committee meeting in February.   
 
Mrs. Sax asked Mr. McConville for clarification about committee protocols and processes, i.e. if anyone 
can add an item to the agenda or add a document to be handed out? 
 
Mr. McConville replied that he did not believe there was anything specific in the ordinances as to that.  
But in general terms, council committees’ control both the agenda and the documents that are considered 
at any particular committee meeting.  Mr., McConville added that he has noted in the past that council 
committees are able to essentially control what the discussion is and who the discussion is among.  But if 
the floor is open to the general public all members of the general public present, which would include any 
other elected official, who is not a member of the committee, be given a be given the opportunity to 
participate.  Furthermore, if the council committee meets and opens the floor to those at the meeting, they 
can't pick and choose who gets to participate and who doesn't; either the floor is open to those at the 
meeting or it isn't. 
 
Reports of special committees, and the taking of action thereon  
 
None  
  
Unfinished and miscellaneous business  
  
None  
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MR. RACH to adjourn the meeting.  On roll call, all 
voted “aye.”  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21pm 
 
 
            
           Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Kelly M. Thomas, Clerk of Council 
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	Mr. Gould stated that he understood that agenda items “d” and “g” could be referred to committee without affecting either the Lexipol subscription or any pending applications for grant opportunities so he would like the opportunity to discuss those in...
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	Mayor’s Report
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	This is a balanced approach, with representatives of city council, administration, and citizen stakeholders all at the table proving input.
	We are currently compiling information requested by the Solid Waste District in preparation for the kickoff meeting. I ask that council select its two citizen representatives in the next week or so, to keep this project on track.
	All University Heights residents may expect to receive a mailer this summer with instructions on how to respond to the survey. Results will be delivered to the Solid Waste District and the City by the end of August, with report made at City Council in...
	On behalf of residents, I appreciates the assistance of the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, their willingness to help, and all courtesies extended. I look forward to working together on this project to accurately survey the people of University ...
	[note: later at the meeting, City Council voted 5-2 to transfer $10,000 to fund the issuance of the survey they wrote. The Solid Waste District agreed to fund and issue a professionally written survey after reviewing council’s survey.]
	SIGN UPDATE
	Since the last meeting, administration took a meeting with Guide Studio, who helped the City rebrand itself in 2018, and who designed the new signage in 2019 for the Priority One Sign Program. With the sign program in the 2022 budget, Guide Studio is ...
	KIMBLE AND REPUBLIC-BFI
	Following up on council approval at the last meeting, the City has given notice to Kimble of its intention to exercise the option year in the recycling contract, and notice to Republic-BFI to exercise the option in the rubbish contract. The new Kimble...
	MARK McARTOR
	Last Friday we celebrated Lt. Mark McArtor’s law enforcement career on the occasion of his retirement. He had been with the City of UH since July 20, 1989. Over the years, Lt. McArtor served as the DARE officer, served on the SWAT team, served as the ...
	ARBOR DAY
	Last Friday, Cleveland Heights Mayor Kahlil Seren joined me in the planting of an Arbor Day tree, a Red Sunset Maple. When mature, this tree should be 45 to 50 feet tall. In the fall, its leaves should be red and orange blending to give a sunset effect.
	This tree is our “Census Tree.” The community will recall the friendly wager between our cities that we made during the 2020 Census. In an effort to promote responses to the census, our cities made a bet about which city could better improve its censu...
	In previous Arbor Day celebrations, I recited poems by Wendell Berry, Phillip Larkin, and Joyce Kilmer. Friday was the first Arbor Day tree planting I’ve participated in since Neil Peart passed away from cancer on January 7, 2020. As many know, Peart ...
	There is unrest in the forest
	There is trouble with the trees
	For the maples want more sunlight
	And the oaks ignore their pleas
	The trouble with the maples
	And they're quite convinced they're right
	They say the oaks are just too lofty
	And they grab up all the light
	But the oaks can't help their feelings
	If they like the way they're made
	And they wonder why the maples
	Can't be happy in their shade?
	There is trouble in the forest
	And the creatures all have fled
	As the maples scream, "oppression"
	And the oaks just shake their heads
	So the maples formed a union
	And demanded equal rights
	"The oaks are just too greedy
	We will make them give us light"
	Now there's no more oak oppression
	For they passed a noble law
	And the trees are all kept equal
	By hatchet, axe, and saw
	May the Census Tree grow and thrive as the communities of University Heights and Cleveland Heights continue to grow and thrive, together, in partnership, for the mutual and common good.
	ELECTION DAY IS HERE
	And Issue 20 is on the ballot.
	Issue 20 would make it easier for University Heights to hire police and firefighters.
	On May 3, University Heights voters will see a ballot issue with this language:
	Shall Article 7, Section 3 of the Charter of the City of University Heights be amended to allow the City’s Civil Service Commission to enact Rules to expand the number of permitted eligible candidates who may be appointed to open positions in the Poli...
	What does it mean?
	A “yes” vote by the majority of voters would allow the University Heights Civil Service Commission to certify as many candidates for the Police or Fire Department as it deems necessary when hiring. A “no” vote would maintain the status quo.
	Currently, when Police or Fire needs to make hires, the city charter restricts the Civil Service Commission to certify only three candidates out of all those who take the police or fire entrance exam. As a result, University Heights often loses qualif...
	When we certify that list of just three, we know that candidates have taken exams all over (in other communities). We can certify for hiring three people and only then discover that all three people have taken jobs someplace else. Then we have to wait...
	The Issue 20 charter change comes at a time when area communities are having a difficult time attracting candidates to take tests for police and fire jobs, which makes the pool of candidates from which area safety forces can choose even smaller.
	Issue 20 will allow the City to cast a wider net over the pool of qualified applicants, and land new police officers and fire fighters faster and before they get job offers elsewhere.
	Issue 20 has the unanimous support of mayor and city council.
	PLEASE VOTE YES ON ISSUE 20.
	#
	Mayor Brennan stated that Police Lieutenant. Mark McCarter’s law enforcement career is being celebrated on his retirement.  It was noted that Mr. McCarter served the city well in many capacities, some of which include S.W.A.T. team, overseeing the uni...
	Mayor Brennan mentioned that tomorrow is Election Day and stated that Issue 20 is on the ballot which if passed would allow the City of University Heights to certify as many police and fire candidates as needed. He explained that currently per the Cha...
	Cleveland Heights Mayor Kahill Seren joined Mayor Brennan in the planting of an arbor red sunset maple tree, which when matures would be 45-50 ft. tall.  The two cities made a friendly wager during the 2020 census regarding who could better improve it...
	Something about Kimble??
	Tonight, I want to talk in my report about the budget. Since the Finance Committee meeting, I have refrained from public comment until this evening. However, there are proposed cuts from the Council Finance Committee that I want to address on the reco...
	When I introduced recycling modernization in the 2022 budget, I received overwhelming support for the change from our residents.
	According to the 2020 Annual Report & Residential Recycling Report of the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, University Heights recycles just 5% of its solid waste. That’s the third worst in the County among suburban cities in this county. Last wee...
	As a city we simply do not provide the infrastructure to recycle effectively. We do not provide our Service Department employees the equipment they need for effective pickup (much cardboard pickup is thrown away since there is nowhere to put it), and ...
	Those blue bags don't hold cardboard easily either. So, we require residents to both flatten cardboard boxes and tie them together with twine, to better allow our service employees to handle.
	Why? Because all residential recycling is placed in two small fixed bins on the front of the rubbish scooter. City employees drive those scooters up the driveways and into the backyards and place those recyclables in those bins. If the cardboard isn’t...
	Currently we bid our recycling with the East Side Consortium, a group of east side suburban cities that bid together for rubbish and recycling processing. We all drop off our recyclables to Kimble's MRF in Twinsburg. Consortium cities pay $69 a ton fo...
	The Solid Waste District has advised us that future bids for recycling processing likely will not include a bagged processing option. Without it, our city must be ready and have transitioned to loose recycling, or our program will end, for want of a b...
	We are nearing the end of our contract. It expires this year, on Sept 30, 2022. While the contract provides for an option year, that is only on mutual agreement of both the City and our recycling contractor. That said, the East Consortium cities are e...
	For example, Chagrin Falls Village has a market-based rate, and is now receiving over $16/ton for recycling, while University Heights pays $96/ton – a $112 delta. And without throwing away thousands of single use plastic bags every week – as Chagrin F...
	When the East Side Consortium cities go back out to bid, we do not expect an option for bagged recycling. At this rate, if we have not transitioned, and if we lack mutual agreement to exercise the option to extend, we will not be ready. Our residentia...
	If it ends, it will end because we failed to transition and keep up with the times.
	The people want better recycling. Not an end to the residential recycling pickup program. The cuts by the Finance Committee may result in the end residential recycling pickup in University Heights, possibly as soon as this October. That is what is at ...
	I know we all have the city’s interests at heart. I’ve heard members of the council say they support recycling. We do that not with words, but by funding a solution.  I am not going to address in this report all the cuts. I will address two more.
	With respect to the proposed cut to eliminate the senior services position, I would note that our city does very little for our seniors by any measure. We do not have a full-time recreation or activities director to fold that responsibility into. I am...
	Finally, I would touch on the elimination of the City Planner position from the budget. The City Planner is essential for projects here at the City. Projects like the Cedar Road project, the Comprehensive Zoning Code update, grant writing, and more. W...
	Coming up later this week:
	GPD Group will present on the Municipal Facilities Study this Thursday at 6pm at the Committee of the Whole, here at Wiley and online via Zoom. All of this being done in order for municipal departments to better serve the community and to make the sit...
	Coming up next week:
	Sauce the City will have its grand opening at the Cedar-Green plaza this Monday February 28th at noon. I will be there for the ribbon cutting, happy to welcome Chef Victor Searcy Jr. and his staff to the City of University Heights. With the Ohio City ...
	Reports and Communications from City Council, and the taking of action thereon
	Unfinished and miscellaneous business

