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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-50 
 
Introduced By:  Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
 
 

A RESOLUTION LEVYING TAX YEAR 2020 SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $4,000,000.00 FOR THE CORE RETAIL PARCEL IN THE 

UNIVERSITY SQUARE DEVELOPMENT, PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 721-01-001, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of University Heights is a party to a certain Cooperative Agreement 
together with the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority and the property owner (the 
“Cooperative Agreement”) in connection with the $40,500,000.00 Cleveland-Cuyahoga County 
Port Authority Senior Special Assessment/Tax Increment Revenue Bonds, Series 2001A 
(University Heights, Ohio – Public Parking Garage Project), dated December 1, 2001  and 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority Subordinate Tax Increment Revenue Bonds, Series 
2001B (the “Bonds”);  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 3.2(b) of the Cooperative Agreement, the City is 
obligated to annually “levy and collect special assessments from the property benefited by the 
Project in amounts sufficient to pay Debt Service Charges and Administrative Expenses” on the 
Bonds;  
 
 WHEREAS, the debt service to pay the Bonds was to be generated from payments made 
by the owners of certain parcels in lieu of real estate taxes generated by those parcels comprising 
the University Square development, and if the payment proved to be insufficient to repay the debt 
service on the Bonds, the debt service would be secured by special assessments on said parcels; 
 
 WHEREAS, the special assessments are certified for the sole purpose of protecting and 
benefiting the bondholders and currently serve only to secure the defaulted Bond payments owed 
to such bondholders; 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 4, 2001, the City adopted the resolution of necessity pursuant 
to the requirements of Section 727.12 of the Ohio Revised Code and passed the ordinance to 
proceed for the acquisition, construction, installation, equipment and improvement of the 
University Square Project; 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 4, 2001, the City passed the assessing ordinance pursuant to 
the requirements of Section 727.25 of the Ohio Revised Code for the levying of the special 
assessments;  
 
 WHEREAS, UMB Bank, as Trustee for the bondholders, has demanded that the special 
assessment in the agreed-upon amount of $4,000,000.00 be levied for tax year 2020 on the Core 
Retail Parcel (PPN 722-01-001); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County has extended the City’s deadline for certification of the 
tax year 2020 special assessment to November 6, 2020; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO THAT: 
 
 Section 1. The Council hereby levies a special assessment in the amount of Four 
Million and 00/100 Dollars ($4,000.000.00) on the Core Retail Parcel (PPN 721-01-001) of the 
University Square Project, such amount being agreed upon by the parties to the Cooperative 
Agreement and the City to be equal in amount to the debt service charges and administrative 
expenses payable on the Bonds during the annual period. 
 
 Section 2. The Finance Director shall prepare an assessment for tax year 2020 in 
accordance with the Cooperative Agreement and Section 1 hereof above.  The Finance Director 



shall file a copy of said assessment with the Clerk of Council and deliver the same to the 
Cuyahoga County Fiscal Office for filing on the tax duplicate for tax year 2020. 
 
 Section 3. The Council determines the method of collection of said special 
assessment shall be via certification by the Finance Director of said special assessments to the 
County Fiscal Officer of Cuyahoga County, Ohio, for collection in the same manner as City 
property taxes upon the property tax duplicates for collection in the subsequent year.  The Finance 
Director shall perform the certification of said special assessment for tax year 2020 for collection 
in 2021 in the manner prescribed by the County Fiscal Officer of Cuyahoga County, Ohio and 
Council hereby direct the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Office to take any steps necessary to certify 
this special assessment to the tax duplicate for tax year 2020. 
 
 Section 4. The Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council 
relating to the adoption of this Resolution have been taken at open meetings of this Council, and 
that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, took place 
in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements including the 
requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 Section 5. This Resolution is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the public peace, safety, health and welfare of the citizens of the City of University 
Heights, the emergency being the need to certify special assessments to the County Fiscal Office 
by the applicable deadline. It shall therefore become effective upon its passage by the affirmative 
vote of not less than five (5) members of Council and approval of the Mayor; otherwise, it shall 
become effective at the earliest time allowed by law. 
 
 
 City of University Heights, Ohio 
 
 
 
  ______________________________  
 Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor 
 
 
 
Passed:  __________________________  
 
 
Attest:  ___________________________  
 Kelly M. Thomas, Clerk of Council 
 
 
Approved as to Form:   
 
_______________________________ 
Luke F. McConville, Law Director 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-49 
 
Introduced By:  Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE AUTHORIZED PERMANENT 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING 

JANUARY 1, 2020 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2020 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO THAT: 
 
 
 Section 1. To provide for the current expenses and other expenditures for the City 
of University Heights, Ohio for the period commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 
31, 2020, City Council authorizes the Amended Permanent Appropriations as herein set forth. 
 

FUND 297  Salary  $1,082,616.35 

FUND 297  Other  $77,000.00 

 
 Section 2. The Council finds and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance have been taken at open meetings of this Council, 
and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, 
took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements 
including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

Section 3.   This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the health, safety and welfare and shall therefore 
be in full force and effect immediately upon passage by the affirmative vote of not less than 
five (5) members elected to Council and approval by the Mayor or otherwise at the earliest 
time allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 
 CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
 
 
 
 MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
PASSED:     10/19/2020 
 
 
ATTEST:  ________________________________________ 
 KELLY M. THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 
APPROVED  
AS TO FORM:  ________________________________________ 
      LUKE F. MCCONVILLE, LAW DIRECTOR 
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CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS/MAYOR MICHAEL BRENNAN 
 

FROM: DENNIS KENNEDY, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL CARES ACT APPROPRIATIONS 
 

DATE: OCTOBER 14, 2020 
 

CC: KELLY THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

We have received two (2) distributions from the Cuyahoga County Budget Commission for CARES Act 
funding approved for University Heights. The first disbursement was made in July in the amount of 
$465,644.62. Subsequently, in September we received another disbursement of $232,822.31. We are also 
scheduled, on October 15, to receive the last distribution of $461,149.42. 

The total CARES Act monies we will have on hand after the October 15th disbursement will be 
$1,159,616.35. That funding will be used to support salary and benefit expenses for the Police and Fire 
Departments and for various COVID related materials and supplies the City purchased over the course of 
the last seven (7) months. 

Last month, via Ordinance 2020-40, we appropriated a total of $350,000 ($75k Salary and $275k Other) 
to departmental codes within Fund 297 – Local Coronavirus Relief Fund. At that time, we were uncertain 
of both: the final determinations as to what the CARES Act could be used for and what additional (if any) 
distributions were planned for the remainder of 2020. 

We now are aware that we may use CARES Act funding for safety forces salary and benefit expenses 
incurred after the pandemic declaration in March 2020. Further, our Law Director has issued an opinion 
in support of the various advisories we have received from the Federal and State governments. We also 
now know the amount of the final CARES disbursement to be deposited in our bank by the County on 
October 15. 

Given the above, I would request Council approve appropriating the remainder of the CARES Act monies 
available to make use of the entire available balance (after October 15) of $1,159,616.35. Those funds will 
require appropriations in the following amounts for 2020 in order to deplete the available balance and 
make use of the complete CARES Act distributions: 

 FUND 297 Salary  $1,082,616.35 

 FUND 297 Other  $77,000.00 

Once these appropriations have been approved by Council and filed with the County, we will begin the 
process of transferring previously incurred safety forces expenses from the General Fund to Fund 297 
(Local Coronavirus Relief Fund). These appropriation levels replace and expand the original amounts 
approved in Ordinance No. 2020-40. 
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The total salary expense (not including pension or medical insurance) for the safety forces’ union staff for 
the period April 2020 through September 2020 is as follows: 

 POLICE   $1,300,690.65 

 FIRE   $1,152,346.63 

We will proportionately distribute the salary expense of these departments to Fund 297 prior to the end 
of October. We have allotted $77,000 in Fund 297 to absorb the costs of various COVID-related materials 
and supplies. I believe that there have been sufficient expenses incurred to date in the General Fund that 
will satisfy the requirements of the CARES Act funds usage as determined by the various advisories 
disseminated by the Federal and State governments. Such usage is also consistent with the opinion 
rendered by our Law Director. 

The expenses charged through journal entry to Fund 297 will be supported by fund balance generated 
from the three (3) CARES Act disbursements executed by the County. When those expenses post to Fund 
297, it is important to recognize that both the original appropriations supporting the expenses and the 
fund balance of the General Fund will be restored. We should discuss what adjustments, if any, that may 
be made prior to year end to reduce the appropriation level of the General Fund.  

From a fund balance perspective, the General Fund balance will increase by any amount ultimately 
transferred as expense to the Local Coronavirus Relief Fund. For all intents and purposes, that figure will 
be the $1,159,616.35 disbursed to us as of October 15. Using the entire allocation will prevent us from 
having to return any of the funding to the County. 

Please let me know if you have any questions with respect to this request or CARES Act funding in general. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-49 
 
Introduced By:  Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE AUTHORIZED PERMANENT 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO FOR THE PERIOD COMMENCING 

JANUARY 1, 2020 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2020 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO THAT: 
 
 
 Section 1. To provide for the current expenses and other expenditures for the City 
of University Heights, Ohio for the period commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 
31, 2020, City Council authorizes the Amended Permanent Appropriations as herein set forth. 
 

FUND 297  Salary  $1,082,616.35 

FUND 297  Other  $77,000.00 

 
 Section 2. The Council finds and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance have been taken at open meetings of this Council, 
and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, 
took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements 
including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

Section 3.   This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the health, safety and welfare and shall therefore 
be in full force and effect immediately upon passage by the affirmative vote of not less than 
five (5) members elected to Council and approval by the Mayor or otherwise at the earliest 
time allowed by law. 
 
 
 
 
 CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
 
 
 
 MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
PASSED:     10/19/2020 
 
 
ATTEST:  ________________________________________ 
 KELLY M. THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 
APPROVED  
AS TO FORM:  ________________________________________ 
      LUKE F. MCCONVILLE, LAW DIRECTOR 
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ORDINANCE 2020-51 

 

INTRODUCED BY: MAYOR MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING PAID ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE 

FOR FURLOUGHED ADMINISTRATIVE EMPLOYEES 

COMMENSURATE WITH THE LENGTH OF THE FURLOUGH, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of University Heights is the recipient of CARES Act funding 

issued pursuant to section 601(d) of the Social Security Act and as supplemented by section 

5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”);  

 

 WHEREAS, certain CARES Act funds may be used to cover payroll expenses for 

eligible health and safety workers whose services are substantially dedicated to mitigating or 

responding to the COVID-19 public health emergency;  

 

 WHEREAS, use of CARES Act funds to cover payroll expenses for health and safety 

workers whose services are substantially dedicated to mitigating or responding to the COVID-

19 public health emergency will improve the fund balance in the City’s general fund;  

 

 WHEREAS, various City employees in administrative capacities were placed on 

furlough or received reductions in salary during 2020 to help mitigate projected budget 

shortfalls due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 

 WHEREAS, since the City has received substantial CARES Act funding, the City 

wishes to relieve its administrative employees of the burden of taking pay reductions by 

granting paid administrative leave to cover the periods of furlough coinciding with the closure 

of City buildings pursuant to issuance of an Executive Order of the Mayor; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY 

HEIGHTS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO, THAT: 

Section 1:  Except as otherwise set forth herein, each administrative City employee 

placed on furlough or incurring a reduction in salary during 2020 shall receive, retroactively, 

paid administrative leave in an amount commensurate with the length of the employee’s 

furlough.  The paid administrative leave benefit hereunder shall be paid to each employee in a 

lump sum in accordance with the City’s customary payroll practices, provided, however, that 

employees shall not receive credit for any additional Ohio Public Employee Retirement System 

service time or Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund service time in connection with such paid 

administrative leave.   

Section 2:  Elected officials are not eligible to receive the paid administrative leave 

benefit approved herein. 

Section 3:  Paid administrative leave benefits approved herein shall be paid out of the 

City’s General Fund.  The City Finance Director is hereby authorized to execute any applicable 

payments necessary to comply with the terms of this ordinance. 

Section 4:  This Ordinance and the benefits conferred hereunder apply only to affected 

administrative employees who are in active pay status as of the date of the ordinance taking 

effect. 

 

Section 5:  The Council hereby finds and determines that all formal actions relative to 

the passage of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, that all 

deliberations of this Council and of its committees, if any, which results in formal action were 

taken in meetings open to the public, in full compliance with the applicable legal requirements, 

including Section 121.22 of the ORC. 
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Section 6:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the City, so that the 

City can expeditiously pay administrative leave benefits to employees to restore their lost 

income and mitigate any hardship caused thereby; wherefore, this ordinance shall be in full 

force and effect from and immediately after its adoption and approval by the Mayor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR  

 

 

 

 

PASSED:_______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

KELLY M. THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  

 

 

 

 

LUKE F. MCCONVILLE, LAW DIRECTOR 
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AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 2020-31 

 

INTRODUCED BY: COUNCILMAN GOULD  

 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING CODIFIED ORDINANCE SECTION 

280.04 ENTITLED “PUBLIC HEARINGS; NOTICE OF 

PROPERTY TRANSFERS TO THE CITY BEAUTIFUL 

CORPORATION.” 

  

 WHEREAS, the University Heights City Beautiful Corporation is a community 

improvement corporation created to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of its 

residents, and growth and development of business and industry within the City through 

engagement in community development activities; 

 

 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the City’s community improvement corporation 

will participate in the development of real property and improvements thereon located 

throughout the City; 

 

 WHEREAS, in order to promote transparency and highlight the role of the 

University Heights City Beautiful Corporation in promoting development throughout the 

City, Council wishes to conduct public hearings and create notice requirements in connection 

with the transfer of any City-owned real property to the University Heights City Beautiful 

Corporation; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO, that: 

 

 Section 1.  Codified Ordinance Chapter 280.04 entitled “Public Hearings; Notice of 

Property Transfers to the City Beautiful Corporation” is hereby enacted and shall read in its 

entirety as follows: 

 

SECTION 280.04 PUBLIC HEARINGS; NOTICE OF PROPERTY TRANSFERS 

TO THE CITY BEAUTIFUL CORPORATION. 

 

Prior to any transfer, conveyance, sale or disposition of any City-owned real property and/or 

improvements to the University Heights City Beautiful Corporation, City Council must 

approve such transfer by ordinance, resolution or motion. the City shall conduct a public 

hearing to solicit public comment.  Notice of the Council meeting at which such transfer will 

be considered shall be given bysuch public hearing shall be given as follows: (i) mailed 

notices shall be given to the record owners of any real property located within 200 feet from 

the exterior boundaries of the subject City-owned property, not less than seven (7) days prior 

to the date of the Council Meeting.public hearing, (ii) mailed notices shall be given to 

members of City Council not less than seven (7) days prior to the date of the public hearing, 

and (iii) posted notice to the general public in the manner set forth in City of University 

Heights Codified Ordinance Section 206.02.  The failure to deliver notice as provided in this 

section shall not invalidate the public hearing or any transfer, conveyance, sale or disposition 

of property to the University Heights City Beautiful Corporation. 

 

 Section 2.  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting 

of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council that resulted in such formal action 

occurred in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including 

Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO 

 

 

____________________________________ 

MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR  

 

FIRST READING:  

 

PASSED: _______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: 

                  KELLY M. THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 



 

 

/ 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  

 

 

 

LUKE F. MCCONVILLE, LAW DIRECTOR 
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University Heights Fire Department 

Phone: 216.321.1939 
Fax: 216.932.8584 

Chief Robert D. Perko III 
3980 Silsby Road 
University Heights, OH 44118 

 

Memoranda 
 
TO: MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR 

CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: CHIEF PERKO 
SUBJECT: MOTION TO ACCEPT FY2019 FEMA AFG GRANT 
DATE: OCTOBER 14, 2020 
CC: KELLY THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) offers an Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) 

program.  Through this program they support the needs of public safety in local communities. 

 

The primary goal of the AFG is to enhance the safety of the public and firefighters with respect to fire-

related hazards by providing direct financial assistance to eligible fire departments, nonaffiliated EMS 

organizations, and State Fire Training Academies.  This funding is for critically needed resources to 

equip and training emergency personnel to recognized standards, enhance operations efficiencies, foster 

interoperability, and support community resilience.  This grant opportunity does not have a maximum 

award.  The matching funds are 5% of the total request. 

 

This year the Fire Department focused the grant on safety equipment and training related to technical 

rescue.  All UHFD technical rescue equipment was previously retired due to a lack of maintenance, 

expired service dates, and improper storage.  The new UHFD tower ladder provides additional technical 

rescue advantages that we were not equipped or trained for.  Although UHFD is part of a regional 

technical rescue team, our members first responding into a technical rescue incident need to have basic 

training and awareness.  

 

After careful consideration, FEMA has determined that our project submitted including the application, 

project narrative, request details, and budget information was consistent for an award. 

 

The Fire Department obtained your approval to apply for grants on April 20, 2020.  I am happy to 

announce that on September 2, 2020 the Fire Department received official notification that the $127,140 

grant project was approved.  FEMA is contributing $121,085.71 to the award and the city must provide 

matching funds of $6,054.29.   

 

Therefore, I am respectfully requesting the approval to accept the FY2019 FEMA AFG Grant for the 

purchase of technical rescue equipment and training.   

 

Thank you. 
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University Heights Fire Department 

Phone: 216.321.1939 
Fax: 216.932.8584 

Chief Robert D. Perko III 
3980 Silsby Road 
University Heights, OH 44118 

 

Memoranda 
 
TO: MICHAEL DYLAN BRENNAN, MAYOR/SAFETY DIRECTOR 

CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: CHIEF PERKO 
SUBJECT: MOTION TO ACCEPT OHIO EMS EQUIPMENT GRANT 
DATE: OCTOBER 14, 2020 
CC: KELLY THOMAS, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

As part of the Ohio Department of Public Safety, the Ohio Emergency Medical Services (EMS) offers 

an EMS equipment Grant Program.  Through this program they support the needs of public safety in 

local communities. 

 

The purpose of the Ohio EMS Grant Program is to provide funding for equipment purchases and to 

improve quality and accessibility to emergency medical services in Ohio. This grant opportunity has no 

maximum but typically awards our Fire Department approximately $3,000.  There are no matching costs 

associated with this grant. 

 

This year the Fire Department would like the grant to focus on EMS equipment for active shooter 

incidents, known as Rescue Task Force (RTF).  This equipment is used for Firefighter/Paramedics 

entering the warm zone of an active shooter incident.  The equipment is comprised of a ballistic vest and 

helmet, and medical supplies for traumatic injuries associated with high-powered ammunition.  The Fire 

Department is actively engaging in active shooter training this year and plans on participating in more 

larger scale drills with our Police Department and other neighboring communities.  

 

After careful consideration, the Ohio Department of EMS has determined that our grant submitted was 

consistent for an award. 

 

The Fire Department obtained your approval to apply for grants on April 20, 2020.  I am happy to 

announce that the Fire Department received official notification that the grant project was approved.  

Ohio EMS is contributing $2,846.43 to the award. There are no matching costs associated with this 

grant. 

 

Therefore, I am respectfully requesting the approval to accept the 2020-2021 Ohio EMS Grant for the 

purchase of RTF gear for the Fire Department. 

 

Thank you. 
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