
MINUTES COUNCIL MEETI 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO 

MEETING HELD VIA ZOOM / MEETING ID: 838 1077 0360 
MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020 

 
 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan called the regular meeting to order at 7:03p.m. 
 
Roll Call:  
 
  Present: Mrs. Michele Weiss 
    Mrs. Saundra Berry 
    Mrs. Barbara Blankfeld 
    Mr. Justin Gould 
    Mrs. Susan Pardee 
    Mr. John Rach 
 
  Absent: Mr. Phillip Ertel 
 
  Also Present: Law Director Luke McConville   
    Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas 
    Finance Director Dennis Kennedy 
    Police Chief Dustin Rogers 
    Fire Chief Robert Perko 
    Service Superintendent Jeffrey Pokorny 
    City Engineer Joseph Ciuni 
    Economic Development Susan Drucker 
    Communications / Civic Engagement Michael Cook 
    Special Events Rachel Mullen 
     
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Council Meeting April 20, 2020 
 
There were no corrections to the April 20, 2020 Council Minutes. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. PARDEE, SECONDED BY MR. RACH for the passage of the April 20, 2020 
Council Minutes as presented.  On roll call, all voted “aye”. 
 
 
Comments from Audience 
 
There were no audience comments. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 
In addition, we will include as many seniors as possible in the July issue of Mosaic, our city magazine. We 
will feature a senior on the cover of the magazine as well. 
 
To be included, seniors should answer all of the following: 
• Name 
• High School 
• Extra-curricular activities 
• Activities outside of school 
• Favorite class and teacher 
• What will you remember most about being a senior during this pandemic? 
• What will you miss most about high school? 
• What message of thanks would you like to share with your parents, siblings or other relatives? 
• Plans after graduation (college a/o career) 
 
Seniors should send their responses, and a high-resolution photograph, to Mike Cook, Communications & 
Civic Engagement Coordinator, at mcook@universityheights.com. Please do this by May 31. 
 
It is a small gesture. But something special to commemorate this lost year. 
 
Over the last two weeks, I’ve spent a lot of time on Zoom, a lot of time on the phone, talking with other 
officials, all levels of government, but also including our neighboring mayors. We are truly all in this 
together. We, your elected officials, here in UH, and all over, have a lot of difficult choices to make over the 
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next few weeks. Things that none of us in city government will take any pleasure in. Our pleasure is the least 
of our concerns. Your safety is our paramount concern. Our survival, individually, as a community, as a 
people – these are also paramount. Finding and keeping the mental space to handle these times, is an 
important concern. Finding ways to find comfort in these uncomfortable times, this is important, if only for 
our own state of mind.  That is why we promoted Time Out Together, every night at 6:30pm, to step out and 
wave at your neighbors, keeping social, while keeping socially distant. 
 
It isn’t much, and for some, it isn’t enough. It is ok to need help. There is no shame in reaching out – if you 
are in need of resources, to call 211, or to call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH for the state coronavirus Call Center. Or, 
if you hurt so much that you feel you might harm yourself, to call 1-800-273-8255 – the National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline. Local numbers may also be found at suicide.org. You may also turn to a friend, a 
counselor, a spiritual advisor. And likewise, if someone turns to you looking for help, please try to do what 
you can. Please try to be patient, and helpful, if only to point someone in a direction where they may get 
help. 
 
Coming up, the Memorial Day Parade may be off for this year, but your staff at city hall with members of 
the city council are putting together an online tribute to our fallen, those who died in defense of our country 
and for the cause of freedom. This tribute will be in much the style of our previous live Memorial Day 
commemorations. We have been working on it and will finish it over the course of the next few weeks, and 
we will stream it online on Memorial Day.  
 
Finally, I want to take a moment to remember a legend. Don Shula grew up in Grand River, just a few miles 
east of here. He played tailback for John Carroll University, graduating in 1951. He coached the Baltimore 
Colts and the Miami Dolphins, was a two-time Super Bowl champion, and won more games than any other 
coach in NFL history. In 1972, Shula’s Miami Dolphins team went 17-0, the only NFL team ever to have a 
perfect undefeated championship team. He is the only JCU graduate enshrined in Canton in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. He died this morning at age 90. Right now, the lights at Don Shula Stadium here in University 
Heights shine in his memory, till 10pm this evening. 
 
Thank you, this concludes my report.   
 
Agenda Items: 
 

A) Resolution 2020-23 Proclaiming May 2020 Bike Month in the City 
of University Heights and Declaring an Emergency   

 
Mayor Brennan read Resolution 2020-23 into the record.  One Whereas section of the Resolution speaks to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.  “WHEREAS, Bike rides are a good way to exercise in a socially distant manner; 
to everyone using our roads, please follow all traffic rules, and do your part to prevent accidents and prevent 
overburdening our healthcare providers; In these pandemic times, avoid riding in groups, except when riding 
with people you live with; Remember to keep a distance greater than the usually recommended six feet when 
approaching or passing another cyclist, as a greater distance might be required to keep everyone safe from 
COVID-19 while exercising. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. BLANKFELD, SECONDED BY MRS. BERRY for the passage of Resolution 
2020-23 Proclaiming May 2020 Bike Month in the City of University Heights.  Roll call on Suspension 
of the Rules, all voted “aye.”  Roll call on Passage, all vote “aye.” 
 
 

B) Ordinance 2020-24 Authorizing the Mayor to Transfer Certain 
Parcels of Real Property to The University Heights City Beautiful 
Corporation for the Purpose of Facilitating Redevelopment and 
Declaring an Emergency  

 
Mrs. Drucker stated that B.R. Knez is the developer who currently has three vacant single family lots 
throughout the city and they have expressed an interest in having three additional vacant lots that are also 
located throughout the city conveyed to the CIC to facilitate the development of the sites.  The first lot is 
parcel 722-08-030 located on the corner of Fenwick and Silsby; the second property is 2603 Ashurst parcel 
722-26-028, and the third parcel is 721-18-012 located on South Green Road across from Baintree Road.   
   
Mr. Rach commented that he thought each of these would be presented as separate legislative items. 
 
Mrs. Drucker explained that one piece of legislation was drafted for the transfer of City property to the CIC 
and then the adjoining exhibit list each of the properties.  That way any of the listed properties could be 
removed from the exhibit without affecting the passage of the legislation and the transfer of the others. 
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Mr. Rach asked for clarification of the steps that occurs if the legislation is passed.  Would there be a 
presentation by Knez and if that is approved does it come back to Council?  What are the next steps? 
 
Mr. McConville stated that the City would then attempt to either enter into a second development agreement 
with Knez or have an amendment to the first agreement.  In the later case Knez would be given the rights to 
move forward in developing those properties upon payment of the purchase price.  In the past the purchase 
price has been very nominal approximatly $1,000.  The difference between the purchase price and the CIC 
expenses then flows back to the City. 
 
Mr. Rach asked if Council would have another opportunity to review the properties once more before they 
get built. 
 
Mr. McConville said the only role the City would have going forward would be the Planning Commission 
process. 
 
Mrs. Drucker commented that the Northwood home built followed the following steps: Architectural Review 
Commission, Board of Zoning for the necessary variance for the front porch, final plans were submitted for 
approval and held a neighboring resident meeting. 
 
Mr. Rach mentioned he was a little hesitant to move the property located on the corner of Fenwick and Silsby 
forward.  Mr. Rach said that he would like that parcel to go forward to the CIC and that he would like a 
presentation happen so that the experts from the CIC could decide.  Mr. Rach added that there weren’t any 
pictures of what a house would look like on that particular lot.  The lot has been owned by the city for many 
years and he would like Council to have the opportunity to have another look. 
 
Mrs. Drucker replied that Knez finds the potential buyer to enter into contract for the home first and then that 
owner decided what type of house they want on the lot. 
 
Mr. McConville stated that the proposed action that is a conveyance of lots from the City to the CIC.  At that 
point the CIC will have title to those properties and it will be up to the CIC as to whether include the parcels 
in any sort of development agreement. Whether that development agreement is with Knez or some other 
developer.   Mr. McConville stated it was his understanding that Knez has interest in marketing these lots.  
In regards to Mr. Rach concern the CIC could decide in their deliberations whether or not to include that   
parcel or any of the listed parcels in the development agreement or the CIC could have conversation with 
Knez stating that before this parcel is included they would like to see some sort of concept design or hear 
what their vision is for the development.  It is not an automatic that any of the parcels would be conveyed to 
the developer, the CIC can approach the agreement however they deem fit.  It was true that Council would 
be losing their ability to control the parcel(s) once it is conveyed to the CIC. 
 
Mr. Rach stated that because this was one of the few empty corner lots where a house could be made special 
so he would like to see the developer’s vision before moving forward with this parcel because this is 
Council’s only chance to get it right.  Mr. Rach said he would like to see all of these lots move forward to 
have homes with families.  
 
Mrs. Blankfeld agreed with Mr. Rach concerns. 
 
Mrs. Weiss said that she sits on the CIC as the City’s Vice Mayor and that all members of Council are able 
to attend the meetings. 
 
Noting Mr. Rach concern for the lot on the corner of Silsby and Fenwick Mayor Brennan agreed that it is a 
lovely piece of land that doesn’t look incomplete as it currently stands and whatever is built there should be 
worthy of that parcel.    Council’s authorization to the Mayor for the conveyance of properties to the CIC 
will not be the last word on this.  The CIC has council members on it and their meetings are open.    This will 
not be conveyed beyond the CIC without further deliberation. 
 
Mrs. Drucker stated that she would reach out to Knez to inform them of Council’s concerns Mrs. Drucker 
stated that prior to the CIC meeting she would reach out to Knez and explain Council’s concerns for the 
Fenwick property to see if they may have some proposals of what type of housing would look good on that 
parcel that she could share with the CIC. 
 
Mr. Rach commented that Knez build custom homes but he was not sure if they have home designs in their 
portfolio for properties with four-way stops where the home needs to be designed on both sides and not just 
from the front side. 
 
Mrs. Pardee said she was all for putting up homes and that she likes what Knez is doing.  But, she likes that 
parcel of land (Silsby and Fenwick) and she would like to consider not putting a house on that parcel at this 
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specific time.  Mrs. Pardee said she could see potentially transferring the parcel to the CIC but she didn’t see 
why they needed to build on that parcel when there are two other parcels. 
 
Mr. Gould echoed Mrs. Pardee comments and added that when looking at that corner he wants the house to 
be unique and that ideal house would fit into the appearance of the other houses in the area.  Mr. Gould said 
he knows what type of house he would like that is dynamic and uses both sides of the house for that corner.  
But then in looking at that corner and thinking Mr. Gould didn’t think that the house that he vision would fit 
into that area of existing houses nor did he think Knez could show him that would make him want to change 
that space from what it is, especially when there are two other parcels with development opportunities.  At 
this point Mr. Gould said unless there was a compelling reason to proceed with all three parcels such as they 
would not proceed with only two parcels he would make a motion to remove the parcel on the corner of 
Silsby and Fenwick from the exhibit. 
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MRS. PARDEE remove parcel 722-08-030 on the 
corner of Silsby and Fenwick from the exhibit prior to voting on Ordinance 2020-24. 
 
Mrs. Weiss stated that Council needs to remember the goal of the CIC, which is to house properties.    The 
CIC could vote to not build on that parcel but at least the land would be transferred to the CIC.  Mrs. Weiss 
commented that she was not sure if she would be in favor of removing this parcel from the exhibit because 
the goal of the CIC is to accumulate properties/land. 
 
Mr. Gould asked why would Council, a Council who seeks to protect that parcel convey it to an organization 
who may develop on it when it’s not Council’s intent to have that parcel developed. 
 
Mrs. Weiss asked the Law Director if everything in the CIC had to be acted on?  What if other properties 
come up for sale, the goal would be for the CIC to house them until action is taken.  Would it be better to 
keep parcels with the City or with the CIC? 
 
Mr. McConville said in his mind that is a stylistic question more so than a legal question.  Mr. McConville 
said he thought that to the extent that Council wants to maintain control over the properties it owns and 
foresees a risk then there is reason not to convey the parcel to the CIC.  This is a matter of Council’s 
preference because once properties are in the CIC, it is the CIC that has control of the property. 
 
Mrs. Pardee stated she agreed with Mrs. Weiss and that the CIC was established to bank properties and that 
was why she is in favor of removing this parcel from the exhibit and retain it for Council because she was 
sure about developing it right now.   Mrs. Pardee added that once Council losses control there would not be 
the option of having that conversation.  The CIC has a different voting structure and there are a different set 
of persons voting.  Mrs. Pardee said the property will always be there and Council could hold it for 
development at another time. Council will not be able to go backwards once the process is started.  If this 
parcel is taken out of the exhibit concentration could be given to the other two parcels and by removing it 
from the exhibit doesn’t mean that it will never to conveyed to the CIC.  But for right now she would prefer 
to keep it with Council.  
 
Mrs. Weiss commented that if multiple council members are hesitant especially since the strategic plan is 
not written out at this point and that this parcel is in a prime location as to what could be down the line should 
be considered also. 
 
Mr. Gould said in the event that this parcel is removed for the exhibit and if this parcel is important to Knez, 
he would welcome them to come share their ideas/vision in a presentation to Council 
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MRS. PARDEE to Amend Ordinance 2020-24 with the 
removal of Parcel 722-08-030 Fenwick Road.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 
MOTION BY MRS. PARDEE, SECONDED BY MR. GOULD to Approve Ordinance 2020-24 
Authorizing the Mayor to Transfer Certain Parcels of Real Property to The University Heights City 
Beautiful Corporation for the Purpose of Facilitating Redevelopment.  Roll call on Suspension of the 
Rules, all voted “aye.”  Roll call on Passage, all voted “aye.” 
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C) Motion to Approve the Net Payment of $104,026.91 to the City of 
Cleveland Heights for the difference in the 2019 Meadowbrook 
Blvd. Road Reconstruction and the Washington Blvd. Waterline 
Replacement & Paving Projects 

 
 
 Mr. Ciuni reported that last year the city completed two projects that were joint with Cleveland Heights.  
The Meadowbrook reconstruction project was managed by Cleveland Heights and the Washington Blvd. 
waterline project was managed by University Heights.   There were agreements between the two cities and 
to simply the billing Cleveland Heights invoiced University Heights for the difference between the two 
projects.  Both contracts came in under budget. 
 
Mr. Rach asked if the project was from last year and if was budgeted and if it would be incumbered into this 
year. 
 
Mr. Kennedy replied yes.   
 
MOTION BY MRS. WEISS, SECONDED BY MRS. PARDEE for the Approval of the Net Payment 
of $104,026.91 to the City of Cleveland Heights for the difference in the 2019 Meadowbrook Blvd. 
Road Reconstruction and the Washington Blvd. Waterline Replacement & Paving Projects.  On roll 
call, all voted “aye.” 
 
 
 

D) Motion to Approve GT Environmental Solid Waste Collection 
Analysis Cost Change Order not to exceed $3,900 

 
 
Mr. Pokorny stated that this had been previous brought to Council for approval and was in reference to the 
original contract with GT Environmental that was dated for March 2019 to July 2019 and that to date GT 
had provided extra work beyond what the contract called for.  In February Council referred this matter to the 
Law Director for review.  
 
Mr. McConville informed Council that he had review all the information and that it was evident that GT 
Environmental had provided work that was beyond the scope of the original contract.  Mr. McConville added 
that although it is required that contractor submit change orders prior to preforming the additional work he 
was recommending the approval of this change order as submitted. 
 
Mrs. Blankfeld stated that going forward change orders must be submit prior to performing any additional 
work. 
 
Mr. Pokorny replied yes, change order would be presented for approval prior to having any additional work 
performed that was beyond the scope of the contract. 
 
Mr. Rach stated that although he understood that there was documentation of the addition performed work 
his opinion regarding contractors performing work that is beyond the contract scope and submitting invoices 
for that work without presenting change orders should not be accepted. 
 
Mr. McConville stated that as a practical matter there were interactions with the city which led the contractor 
to believe they had permission to perform the additional work.  At the end of the day, the report that they 
will produce will provide information with respect to that additional work they were asked to perform.  
 
Mr. Rach added that when Council reviewed this matter at the previous meetings items that were in the 
contract still had not been completed.  There were still meetings left to be held with Council to review the 
final report.   
 
Mr. McConville added that the presented change order was for a small amount of money but that Council 
had the right not to approve the presented change order.    But in speaking with the Mayor and Service 
Director and the Engineer is that GT Environmental would be asked to perform additional services.  There 
is the probability that if GT thinks that if they were asked to do additional work and they aren’t paid for it, 
they will be reluctant to perform additional services and that could create additional expense for the city.  
 
Mr. Rach asked what work remain for GT to do. 
 
Mr. Pokorny replied the final presentation to Council and the final report. 
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Mr. Rach asked how much of the change order amount resulted from request from the committee and how 
much resulted in the amount of time. 
 
Mr. Pokorny said he would review the paperwork. 
 
Mrs. Weiss agreed with Mr. Rach regarding the requirement for contractors to provide change orders prior 
to preforming the work but added that this would serve as a lesson going forward. 
 
Mr. Gould asked Mr. McConville to clarify with GT how change orders are to be done so that Council can 
determine if the additional work is needed. 
 
MOTION BY MR. GOULD, SECONDED BY MRS. WEISS to Approve GT Environmental Solid 
Waste Collection Analysis Cost Change Order not to exceed $3,900.  On roll call, all vote “aye,” except 
Mr. Rach who voted “nay.” 
 
 
 

E) Motion to hold an Executive Session immediately following 
this regular meeting for the purpose of discussing personnel, 
legal and/or real estate matters 

 
 
Mayor Brennan stated that an Executive Session was needed for the discussion of real estate matters. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. WEISS, SECONDED BY MR. RACH to hold executive session immediately 
following this regular meeting for the purpose of discussing real estate matters.  On roll call, all 
voted “aye.” 
 
Director’s Reports 
 
Finance Director – Dennis Kennedy reported that he should be receiving the final anticipated numbers 
from R.I.T.A. and that he was in the process of closing out the month of April.  Thus far the City had collected 
$4 mil from income taxes in comparison to $4.5 mil at this time last year.  Mr. Kennedy stated that it is 
expected that declines in collected funds will continue to decline. 
 
Law Department – Luke McConville reported that he continues to work on the rental legislation 
 
 
Police Department – Chief Rogers reported that Midwest was sent notice to begin the street stripping on 
April 21.   in regards to the co-vid 19.  The department continues to review grants for the pandemic.  Lastly, 
the department’s annual report is expected to be ready by the next council meeting.  
 
Fire Department – Chief Perko stated that the pandemic has caused various things within the department 
such as additional planning with the County for supplies and grants. Changes are occurring in department 
operations, increase in training.  There has also been increases in the use of PPE’s, the level of 
service/commitment provided in the department and community.  Chief Perko said the there will be ongoing 
analysis of the supply of PPE for three months, six months and longer.    Lastly, the new ladder truck is being 
serviced to ensure that it will be ready to go into service for the city, the expected date of service is the end 
of May, 2020. 
 
Service Department – Jeff Pokorny stated that curbside leaf collection has been completed and that regular 
rubbish, bagged yard waste pickup is still taking place on the regular schedule.  Bulk pickup will continue 
as scheduled.  Catch basin program has started.   
 
City Engineer – Joseph Ciuni reported that bids for the 2020 Road Improvement Project and the 2020 
Laurelhurst Road Watermain Project would be opened on May 15, 2020. 
Mr. Rach noted that the City may have to tailor back projects/spending due to the pandemic and asked if 
these programs could be impacted.   
 
Mr. Ciuni stated that the bidding is based on unit pricing and could be broken down by cost of each street.  
Bid prices are held for 60 days and noted that the City is not obligated to award the projects. 
 
Economic Development – Susan Drucker reported that there was a 6pm Zoom meeting just prior to this 
meeting with the community and representatives from Knez regarding the new home build for Northwood 
Road.  Construction is scheduled to start next week and with take approximately 4 months.  A dumpster and 
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some equipment will be located in the front yard but all dirt will be taken off-site.  Mrs. Drucker stated that 
the construction will follow permitted construction hours.  
 
There were no other director reports. 
 
Standing Committees: 
 
Community Outlook – Mrs. Pardee stated that the Technology Advisory Commission met on April 22 and 
that created an ad hoc group to develop an RFP scope.  Thus far information has been gathered for an RFQ 
with seven possible organizations to send request for RFPs.  Mrs. Pardee added that Mrs. Levin from the 
Heights Library and who is also a member of the Tech Committee provided the committee with information 
from the library’s technology systems.    
 
Not related to the Tech Advisory Mrs. Pardee informed everyone about a program from the Hts. Tree People 
that supplies trees to Cleveland Heights and University Heights residents who request trees free of charge.  
The program seeks to add to the umbrella canopy of the heights area.  The program is funded by Future 
Heights but donations are accepted. 
 
Economic Development Committee - Mr. Rach stated that he spoke with Mrs. Drucker and that a committee 
meeting will be scheduled in the near future. 
 
Finance Committee – Mrs. Weiss stated that there will be a Committee of the Whole will tentatively meet 
on May 15. 
 
Safety Committee – Mrs. Berry stated that there will be a committee meeting on May 14 at 6:30pm. 
 
Service / Utilities Committee – Mr. Gould reported that the committee will meet on May 13 at 6:30pm. 
 
Committee of the Whole – Vice Mayor Weiss stated the committee will tentatively meet on May 15. 
 
There were no other committee reports. 
 
MOTION BY MRS. PARDEE, SECONDED BY MR. GOULD to adjourn executive session and 
resume regular session.  On roll call, all voted “aye.” 
 
MOTION BY MRS. PARDEE, SECONDED BY MRS. BERRY to adjourn the meeting.  On roll call, 
all voted “aye.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:32p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kelly M. Thomas, Clerk of Council 




