
Beautiful stores, beautiful homes 
Storefront renovation grants 
to beautify University Heights 
 
University Height City Council recently approved a 
storefront improvement program.  Grants are now 
available to eligible applicants to help  finance exte-
rior renovations to retail and commercial buildings. 
  
The program will aid in enhancing the look and feel 
of businesses in University Heights, and improving 
shopping in those areas.  Under the program, own-
ers of commercial buildings may be reimbursed up 
to 50% of the total cost of an improvement, up to a 
maximum reimbursement of $25,000. 
 
In order to be considered, a proposed project must 
transform the physical appearance of a building and 
enhance curb appeal.  The intent of the program is 
to incentivize upkeep and eliminate blight here in 
University Heights. 
  
“I agree this is a great concept for a program, Coun-
cilman Steven Sims said at the meeting. “It is well 
worth every penny.” 
  
Councilman Mark Wiseman agreed, saying “You 
can’t overstate the effect this type of program has.” 
    
To apply for the program, contact University 
Heights Economic Development Director Susan 
Drucker by phone at (216) 848-0733 or via email at 
sdrucker@universityheights.com. 

Beautiful Homes winners  
 
On March 11, the winners in the annual 
Beautiful Homes contest were announced.  
 
To see all the winning homes, please visit 
universityheights.com. 

Tax abatement 
application online 
 

University Heights residents looking to  
improve their homes may be eligible for a 
tax abatement on the improvements, 
through the new Community Reinvest-
ment Area program. 
 

The application is now available online at 
universityheights.com.  Answers to fre-
quently asked questions are also avail-
able on the city website. 
 

Any project that increases the assessed 
value of your home, as determined by 
the Cuyahoga County government, quali-
fies for the CRA program.  Projects that 
may qualify include: 
 

 Additions 
 Accessory buildings (garages) 
 Indoor fireplaces 
 In-ground pools 
 Major rehab projects 
 New whole house air conditioning 
 New decks and porches 
 
Live in the home you always wanted, 
right here in University Heights. 



In his first State of the City address, University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan celebrated accomplish-
ments from 2018, addressed challenges facing the 
city, and looked to an ambitious future agenda. 

“The State of our City is strong,” Brennan told those 
assembled in the Jardine Room on the campus of 
John Carroll University. “Working together, we will 
reach new heights.” 

Brennan restored the city’s safety forces in 2018, start-
ing with the fire department. Under Fire Chief Robert 
Perko, the UHFD has made equipment improve-
ments, and reopened the Fire Prevention and Educa-
tion Bureau.  Understaffed for years, the department 
has now achieved a safe minimum staffing level. 

At the police department, Chief Dustin Rogers also 
increased staffing. The department created the Office 
of Community Policing, and hosted its first-ever 
“National Night Out” event. 

Turning to the Building and Housing departments, 
Brennan said the city is improving its housing stock. 

“On Day One,” Brennan said, “we required banks fore-
closing on houses to bring the exteriors up to code. In 
the first month, we brought in Michael Astrab . . . and 
gave him a new mandate to use the courts to clean 
up our housing stock.” 

Brennan outlined the tax abatement program for 
home improvements, available now through the city’s 
Community Reinvestment Area designation. “The 
CRA will allow people to make the home they want in 
the community they already love,” Brennan said. 

“The State of Our City is Strong” 
Mayor Brennan delivers first State of the City address 

Brennan reported the continuing overhaul of the 
rental registration program, started in 2018. In addi-
tion, landlords will be required to maintain insurance 
on their properties. 

“We will increase inspections at rentals where code 
compliance is a problem,” Brennan said, “and reward 
landlords who consistently comply.” 

2018 also saw the creation of the city’s first Economic 
Development Department, headed by Susan Drucker, 
the former mayor of Solon. Under Drucker, the city 
participated in Small Business Saturday, and a list of 
available commercial properties has been made avail-
able to developers. Drucker is currently working on a 
storefront renovation, and revising the zoning code. 

Larger city projects are a priority, including improving 
Cedar-Taylor, and redeveloping University Square. 

“Our city remains willing to repeal the special assess-
ments on this property . . .  once the owners have a 
developer with a plan worthy of the site and the city,” 
Brennan said. “I know your patience is running 
thin. Mine is, too. Economic development is no longer 
something we wait to have happen. It is now some-
thing we make happen. And we will make this rede-
velopment happen.” 

Brennan then addressed challenges facing University 
Heights, including a cramped and out-of-date City 
Hall, as well as poor facilities for the Service, Police 
and Fire departments. 

Brennan reviewed the crisis he inherited in the city’s 
finance department. 



When he arrived at City Hall last January, Brennan 
found a finance department that had not been bal-
ancing its books, or even paying all of its bills. “We 
were all told the city had a $2.5 million surplus . . . but 
that number was nothing more than a sleight of 
hand.” 

Under James Goffe, the new finance director, the city 
is now paying its bills, balancing the checkbook and 
implementing best practices. “The new finance de-
partment saved our hides,” Brennan said. 

Looking ahead, Brennan proposed naming the city’s 
Community Investment Corporation the “City Beauti-
ful Corporation,” saying it would work to restore 
beautiful homes and build new ones. 

As for the Wiley Middle School site, Brennan has 
committed to work with the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights school board to determine its fu-
ture. 

Brennan aims to take the loss of one community   
asset, and turn it into a new one, citing Lakewood’s 
experience in turning a former hospital site into new  

community space and mixed-use development. 

He also found inspiration in the history of University 
Heights where, in 1957, Mayor Earl Aurelius trans-
formed a nine-hole golf course into May’s on the 
Heights. 

“We have a once-in-a-generation opportunity,” Bren-
nan said. “It’s 12 acres to build something that will  
improve our community for decades, create jobs, to 
bring new businesses, and new municipal and school 
board facilities.” 

These things will not happen overnight, Brennan 
said. “But they must happen.  And working together, 
we will make them happen.” 

SCENES FROM THE STATE OF THE CITY.  Dr. 
Michael Johnson and Mayor Brennan pose for 
a photograph prior to the State of the City   
address.   
 
In his remarks, Brennan singled out Economic 
Development Director Susan Drucker (left) 
and her proactive efforts to bring businesses 
to University Heights.  Brennan also praised 
James Goffe (right) for fixing the city’s Finance 
Department.  



University Heights City Hall 
2300 Warrensville Center Road 
University Heights, Ohio 44118 

Senior Happenings Schedule 
All events are held at the University Heights Library at 2 p.m. 

March 14 
Bill Rudman, artistic director of The Musical Theatre Project, will 
introduce and discuss the Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers film, 
“Swing’s the Thing.” 
 
March 21 
Kim DeNero Ackroyd, deputy director of the Heights Library, will 
explain the library’s new digital collections. 
 
March 28 
Geralyn Presti will give a presentation on her work as president 
and chief executive officer for The Music Settlement in University 
Circle.  


