
 

 
 

        

 

Dear Residents, 
 

Chickens are coming to University Heights, and the 
sky is not falling. This has been quite a process, but 
the process was critical to the outcome. The city has 
been considering the idea of residents keeping 
chickens for over a year now. Councilwoman 
Michele Weiss rightly pointed out at the last council 
meeting that no other issue before the city (at least 
not in recent memory) has gone through as much 
study and scrutiny as this issue.  
 

I believe that the new ordinances as passed 
address many of the concerns of those residents 
who are dubious of keeping chickens, short of 
actually prohibiting chickens. Chicken keeping will 
be highly regulated, and anyone willing and 
interested in keeping chickens must do so in a 
mindful and lawful way.  
 

We will review the law in February 2019. In the 
meantime, if anyone creates a nuisance, we will 
address that. But if there is a trend, then like other 
communities that have permitted chicken keeping, 
we will see chicken coops kept in a responsible way 
in University Heights.  
 

Thank you to Councilman Mark Wiseman and the 
Building Committee for their strong work on these 
new ordinances. 
 

Sincerely yours,     

 
Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor 
  

 

  

 
 

Message from the Mayor 

 

 

    At Your Service 
April 2018  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Tree Pruning/Removal Seminar: Mon, April 16, 6:00pm 
Come meet and ask the City’s Arborist and Service 
Director questions you have about caring for your trees, 
this coming Monday at City Hall, Council Chambers (before 
the next city council meeting). 
 
CDBG Public Hearing: Thu, April 19 at 6:30pm 
The City of University invites you to a public hearing to 
voice your suggestions for the City’s Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Community 
Development Supplemental Grant (CDSG), and Storefront 
Renovation Programs. These programs are available to 
strengthen cities and to improve quality of life through 
projects like infrastructure and accessibility improvements. 
 
Chicken Keeping Seminar: Thu, May 3 at 6:00pm 
The new chicken keeping ordinances require residents to 
attend an approved seminar before keeping chickens. 
Attend this seminar to fulfill that requirement. Presented by 
Cleveland Metroparks and the City. Register on the City 
Hall Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/160183681335497/  
 
Heritage Home Program: Thu, May 17 at 6:30pm  
If your home is at least 50 years old, you can receive 
technical assistance and may qualify for a low-interest 
rehabilitation loan. The loan can be used for numerous 
interior and exterior projects that make your home more 
comfortable, while preserving architectural character. A 
presentation on the program will be Thursday, May 17 at 
6:30pm at City Hall. http://www.heritagehomeprogram.org/ 
 
Rain Barrel Workshop: Wed, May 23 at 6:30pm 

Hosted by the City and the Cuyahoga Soil and Water 
Conservation District in the City Service Garage. 
Registration is required prior to the event. Learn more 
about the workshop and how to register: 
https://www.universityheights.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/RainBarrelWkspFlyerUniversity
Hts_draft.pdf 

 
Composting Seminar: Tue, June 5 at 7:00pm 
The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District will present a 
backyard composting seminar at City Hall. Register: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/18compostsem 
   
 
 

Online City Check Report 
 
The City Finance Department has begun publishing 
an online check report. The check report shows the 
date, check number, vendor, amount, and the status 
of payment checks processed by the department. 
The first check report covers January 1, 2018 to 
March 12, 2018. Starting in April, the City is 
publishing the check report for the prior month.  
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Join the Parade 
 
 

The Memorial Day Parade Committee is 
looking for organizations, businesses, 
neighborhood associations, clubs etc., to be a 
part of the parade. We invite you not only to 
march in the parade, but also to take this 
opportunity to promote your mission, events, and 
organization along the way. For more information 
call 216-932-7800 x 205 
https://www.universityheights.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/Parade-
Application.2018.pdf 

 
 

Summer Lifeguards  
 

The City of University Heights is accepting 
applications for lifeguards at Purvis Park. 
Interested individuals can apply by submitting an 
application and sending it to City Hall or 
info@universityheights.com. See attached for 
details  
https://www.universityheights.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/RECREATION-
Summer-Employment-Application.pdf 
 

The city now has a Lifeguard Course 
Reimbursement Program. (Initial Course Only)  
The City of University Heights will reimburse 
lifeguards for their course fees if, and only if, they 
meet the following requirements: 
1. Complete and pass an American Red Cross 
Lifeguarding Course 
2. You must pay for the course upfront. 
3. Provide a receipt showing proof of payment 
prior to August 15. 
4. You must work regular hours at the pool (part 
time or full time) until at least August 15th. 
5. After August 15th, if you have met the above 
requirements, you will be reimbursed $150 
towards your course fees.  
If you do not meet the above requirements, you 
will not be reimbursed. 
 
Call 216-932-7800 x 205 for more information. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
Watch City Council meetings on our new 

YouTube channel: 
https://tinyurl.com/UHYouTube 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

New Appointments 
 

Interim Police Chief 
 
On March 16, Mayor Brennan named University 
Heights Police Department Sgt. Dustin Rogers as 
Interim Chief of Police. Rogers succeeds Chief 
Steve Hammett who retired after six years as chief 
of the 29-officer department.  
 

Chief Rogers joined the University Heights Police 
Department in August, 2005. A graduate of the 
Northwestern University Center for Public Safety, 
he completed coursework of the School of Police 
Staff and Command and is currently enrolled at 
Cleveland State University as an undergraduate in 
its Public Safety Management program. 
 

Rogers will serve as Interim Chief while the City 
seeks applicants from both within and outside the 
department for the position. 
 
 

Planning Commission 
 
Mayor Brennan has appointed April Urban to the 
Planning Commission. April is a Research Associate 
at Case Western Reserve University, Center on 
Urban Poverty and Community Development, and 
serves on the Executive Committee of the National 
Neighborhood Indicators Partnerships in 
Washington DC. She earned her Master of Science 
degree from Case Western Reserve University and 
her Bachelor of Arts degree from State University of 
New York at Geneseo.  

April is the co-creator and co-chair of Data Days 
Cleveland. Data Days is an annual celebration of 
open data where participants engage, ideate, and 
learn around the use of data and technology from a 
civic lens. 

April and the mayor served together on the board of 
FutureHeights, and he has seen up close her 
commitment to the community. April will bring added 
perspective to the planning commission, given her 
work in the foreclosure crisis, and in analytics. 
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