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Explanation of City of University Heights Pruning Codes 
  

Code 0 indicates that no tree work at this time is needed. 
  

Code 1 indicates that all lower branches must be raised up to a minimum of fifteen (15) 
feet over all streets, sidewalks, front lawns, driveways, etc.  
 
The contractor will use his discretion as to whether an entire lower branch should be 
removed to allow the City to maintain this clearance for a longer period of time; 
however, the health of the tree should be their primary concern. 

 
All branches that need to be removed to assure the minimum of fifteen (15) foot 
clearance should be removed utilizing a branch collar cut technique. 

 
No more than 25% of live foliage should be removed from a single tree. 

 
Code 2 indicates that that all lower branches must be raised up to a minimum of 
fifteen (15) feet over all streets, sidewalks, front lawns, driveways, etc.  

 
All branches that need to be removed to assure the minimum of fifteen (15) foot 
clearance should be removed utilizing a branch collar cut technique 
 
Additional attention shall be given to reducing the weight of branches or stems with V-
crotches and/ or included bark. 

 
No more than 25% of live foliage should be removed from a single tree. 

 
Additional attention shall be given to removal of any and all dead branches 2” and 
above in the tree’s canopy utilizing a branch collar cut technique. 

 
Code 3 indicates that that all lower branches must be raised up to a minimum of fifteen 
(15) feet over all streets, sidewalks, front lawns, driveways, etc. 

 
All branches that need to be removed to assure the minimum of fifteen (15) foot 
clearance should be removed utilizing a branch collar cut technique 

 
 Additional attention shall be given to reducing the weight of branches or stems with V-

crotches and/ or included bark. 
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No more than 25% of live foliage should be removed from a single tree. 
 
Additional attention shall be given to removal of any and all dead branches 2” and 
above in the tree’s canopy utilizing a branch collar cut technique 
 
Additional attention shall be given to the inspection of all V-crotches and/ or included 
branches, as well as inspection of all wood rot or tree branch damage that cannot be 
viewed from the ground. The City reserves the right to be notified of any hazard in the 
specified tree should the contractor deem the tree to require additional work that might 
include removal of the tree due to unspecified hazards observed by the contractor. This 
notification should occur before resuming work on that tree. 

 
Changes in the tree pruning specifications will be reviewed by both the City and the 
contractor and any adjustments to the contract will be made to each party’s 
satisfaction, based on work performed on any tree prior to discovery of a potentially 
hazardous situation. 

 
Code 4 indicates the removal of the tree to as close to ground level as possible. The 
stump should be level and professionally finished. Stump grinding, material removal, 
and restoration of the work area shall follow as soon as practical. 
The contractor shall perform stump grinding in accordance with the provisions of ANSI 
Z133.1-2006 sections 5.1, “General and 5.5, Stump Cutters.”  
 
The Contractor shall grind stumps by utilizing specialized equipment to a depth of 18” 
below existing grade or as needed to remove all exposed root material greater than one 
inch in diameter. 
 
The Contractor shall ensure that all wood chips and debris generated by the grinding 
process are raked and removed from the stump location. Fill dirt and topsoil shall be 
placed and compacted as best possible until original ground level is reached.  
The disturbed areas shall be seeded and straw mulched. All surplus materials and chips 
are to be removed from the site and the site left in a neat and orderly condition. 
Sidewalk, curb, gutters and pavement areas adjacent to a removed stump will be left 
broom clean. 
 
The Contractor shall perform all work within the One Hundred Fifty  (150) day Contract 
period; unless the City deems ground conditions or other activities warrant delay.  The 
Contractor may perform stump removal instead of stump grinding on small caliper trees 
at the discretion and approval of the City. 
 
The work sites are to be left equal to, or cleaner than, pre-work conditions. Equipment 
and materials must be kept off private property when possible unless written 
permission has been obtained from the property owner. Any damage to private 
property will be the sole responsibility of the contractor for repairs.  Any damage must 
be reported immediately to the City Service Director and the City’s Consulting Arborist. 
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Code 5 indicates a young tree training program that includes, but is not limited by, 
raising up over the sidewalk to a minimum of 9’ and the street to a minimum of 12’ so 
that the tree meets code. Other requirements include removal of any co-dominant 
leaders, removal of v-shaped crotched branches, removal of dead, rubbing, crossing, or 
competing branches, as well as water sprouts, root suckers and girdling roots. The 
ultimate goal should be to improve the overall shape of the tree’s structure and health 
and to remove no more than 33% of the young tree. 
 
 
NOTE:  This explanation of pruning codes is not meant to be exclusive nor exclusionary. 
Should any situation arise that the party’s feel is not adequately covered in the pruning 
specifications or code explanation; all attempts should be made to rectify the situation 
to all party’s satisfaction. 

 
a. The use of bucket trucks does not excuse the contractor from climbing trees 

to reach portions inaccessible to buckets. 
 

b. Before any work begins, the City of University Heights will meet with the 
contractor’s representative to discuss the project. This meeting will occur at 
a place and time determined by the City and will cover the pruning and 
removal methods required by the City under this contract. 

 
 
Any questions about these specifications should be directed to Jeffrey Pokorny, Service 
Director, at (216) 932-7800 or at jpokorny@universityheights.com 
 
Thank you for your interest in this project. 
 
Jeffrey Pokorny, Service Director 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
2300 Warrensville Center Rd. 
University Heights, OH  44118 
(216) 932-7800  x215 
jpokorny@universityheights.com 
  

mailto:jpokorny@universityheights.com
mailto:jpokorny@universityheights.com
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CONTRACT/SERVICES AGREEMENT 

  

THIS AGREEMENT, made effective this _______ day of _______, 2016 by and between, 

___________________, an Ohio corporation currently in good standing and authorized to do business in 

Ohio, hereinafter called the "CONTRACTOR" and the "CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS," Ohio, a 

municipal corporation authorized and existing under the Ohio Constitution pursuant to its "home rule" 

charter and subject to certain statutes of Ohio, hereinafter called the "CITY"; 

 

 WITNESSETH: 

 

WHEREAS, the Clerk of Council, pursuant to a Motion passed by Council advertised for bids on 

the on the work and/or services hereinafter described as ______________________________, which bids 

were opened on the __ day of ________, 2016, with final tabulations on the __ day of ________, 2016, 

and filed for public inspection with the Clerk of Council; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Council received the tabulating of the bids at a public meeting held on the __ 

day of ________, 2016, at which time Council passed a Resolution approving the bid of the 

CONTRACTOR to be lowest and best bid and awarding this Contract; and  

 

WHEREAS, the CONTRACTOR expressly represents as a condition precedent to the validity 

and effect of this agreement, the execution hereof by the CONTRACTOR constitutes its affidavit that it is 

the sole entity or individual directly or indirectly interested in compensation for the delivery of goods bid 

upon and to be awarded and provided herein, and was proposed without any connection or common 

interest in the profits with any undisclosed persons or entity submitting any proposal for the same and that 

the contract proposal is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud; that no employee or official of 

the CITY is directly or indirectly interested therein; that the CONTRACTOR in the performance of this 

Contract will not violate any laws applicable in the City of University Heights and in the State of Ohio 

including, but not limited to the prevailing wage requirement of ORC 4113; and that the CONTRACTOR 

shall in no way engage or participate in any form of discrimination on this job. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants and promises 

therein contained, the CONTRACTOR and the CITY agree as follows: 

 

Section 1. Scope 

  

CONTRACTOR shall furnish, deliver, provide and fully pay for all labor, materials, tools and equipment 

and all related services as may be necessary or required to perform in a good and workmanlike manner 

and to fully complete the __2016 Tree Pruning and Removal Project__ in accordance with 

PURCHASE ORDER NO. _______ for the location shown on the attached Exhibit for the City of 

University Heights in compliance with the plans and specifications on file with the Clerk of Council of 

the City of University Heights. 

 

   Work shall commence within TEN (10) days from the date of notice of authorization to 

proceed and shall be fully completed on or before the _31st_ of __March_, 2017.   

 

 

CONTRACTOR shall do everything required by the Contract and other documents constituting a 

part hereof, and no deviation and no subcontracting shall be allowed unless prior approval in the form of a 

written Change Order is obtained from the CITY through the City Engineer, acting within his authority 

and subject to the approval of the Service Director. 

 

 

Section 2. Contract Price 
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CITY shall pay the CONTRACTOR for the performance of this Contract, subject to any 

additions or deductions approved in accordance with the preceding paragraph, the amount submitted by 

the CONTRACTOR and accepted by the CITY to wit: ________________________________ and 

agreed to by CONTRACTOR for the __________ on which this Contract is based and pursuant to the 

Purchase Order issued by the Director of Finance, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

  

All payments shall be made by the Director of Finance of the CITY as progress, retainage or final 

payments become due upon written and signed acceptance and direction to pay issued by the City 

Engineer.  

  

Section 3.  Indemnification/Insurance 

 

(A) INDEMNIFICATION 

 

The CONTRACTOR shall defend, indemnify, and save harmless the CITY and each and all of its 

public officials, officers, agents and employees, both in their individual and official capacities, from any 

and all suits, liens, claims, demands, payments, actions, causes of actions, recoveries or judgments of 

every description, whether or not well founded in law, brought or recovered against it, arising out of the 

performance of this Contract or any act or omission of or by the CONTRACTOR, its agents, employees, 

or any person for whom the CONTRACTOR is responsible, asserted by any individual and/or entity.  

Claims to be indemnified shall include, but are not limited to, claims of negligence or any other tort, 

contracts or any claim of breach thereof, claims arising out of the CONTRACTOR’S infringement of 

patent rights or copyright, and/or any claim arising out or based upon any alleged violation of federal, 

state or local law, statute or ordinance.   The CONTRACTOR  shall, at his or its own expense, defend the 

CITY and its officials in all litigation and indemnify the CITY and/or it Law Director and/or the CITY'S 

insurance carrier for all attorney's fees incurred, judgments and/or awards of damages, court costs and any 

other expenses arising out of such litigation or claims, whether or not such claim has any validity in fact, 

and a sum certain to cover the aforesaid claims and expenses may be retained by the CITY from monies 

due to CONTRACTOR under this Contract until such claims shall have been discharged or satisfactorily 

received.  Liability insurance may be acceptable towards satisfaction some of these requirements. 

 

The CONTRACTOR shall maintain full workers’ compensation and unemployment insurance 

coverage for all of CONTRACTOR’S employees.  Proof of such insurance and proof of the current 

application of all federal and state required coverage for workers’ compensation, unemployment benefits, 

and taxation shall furnished to the CITY and shall be evidenced by submitting certificates thereof on the 

current State form to the CITY prior to the commencement of work, provided, however, that the failure to 

submit such certificate(s) shall not relieve the CONTRACTOR of the full indemnification obligations 

required herein.   

 

(B) CONTRACTOR’S LIABILITY INSURANCE 

 

The CONTRACTOR shall purchase and maintain such liability and other insurance as will 

protect the CONTRACTOR and CITY from all claims described below which may arise out of or result 

from the CONTRACTOR’S performance or obligations under this Contract, whether due to action or 

inaction by the CONTRACTOR, its agents, employees, or any person for whom the CONTRACTOR is 

responsible.  The amounts of such insurance shall be as follows: 

 

BODILY INJURY LIABILITY 

 EACH PERSON  _$1,000,000__  

 EACH ACCIDENT  _$1,000,000_  

 

PROPERTY DAMAGE LIABILITY 



 

6 
 

 

 EACH ACCIDENT  _$1,000,000_  

 

All such insurance shall be with sound insurance companies, satisfactory to the CITY, and authorized to 

do business in the State of Ohio. 

 

 The CONTRACTOR undertakes to permit no subcontractors to enter upon or continue the 

performance of this CONTRACT, or any part thereof, unless said subcontractor purchases and maintains 

such liability and other insurance as will protect the CONTRACTOR and CITY from all claims described 

below which may arise out of or result from the subcontractors performance of this CONTRACT, or any 

part thereof, whether due to action or inaction by the subcontractor, its agents, employees, or any person 

for whom the CONTRACTOR is responsible.  The CONTRACTOR shall notify the DIRECTOR OF 

SERVICE that all insurance requirements have been fulfilled by sub- contractors before they begin work.  

The amounts of such insurance shall be as indicated above.   

 

Proof of such insurance shall be evidenced by submitting a copy of the CONTRACTOR’S 

certificates of insurance (on the current ACORD form) to the CITY prior to the commencement of work.  

Information concerning reduction in coverage due to revised limits or claims paid under the general 

aggregate limit, or both, shall be furnished by the CONTRACTOR with reasonable promptness in 

accordance with the CONTRACTOR’S information and belief.  The CITY reserves the right to request 

copies of any and all insurance policies obtained by the CONTRACTOR.   

 

 The CONTRACTOR shall specifically insure the indemnification contained at Section 1, 

paragraph (A).  The insurance coverage afforded under the CONTRACTOR’S policies shall be primary 

to any insurance carried independently by the CITY.  Amendatory riders or endorsements shall indicate 

that with respect to the indemnities, there shall be severability of interests under the insurance policies for 

all coverage provided under them.   

 

 If the CONTRACTOR fails to furnish and maintain the required insurance, the CITY may, but is 

not obligated to, purchase such insurance on behalf of the  and the CONTRACTOR shall pay the cost 

thereof to the CITY upon demand and shall furnish to the CITY any information needed to obtain such 

insurance.  

 

 (C) INSURANCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS 

 

 Each policy of insurance required to be purchased and maintained by the CONTRACTOR shall 

name the CITY as an additional insured or loss payee, as applicable; provided, however, that such 

designation shall not cause a claim between the CONTRACTOR and the CITY to be waived except as 

otherwise specifically set forth in this Contract.  Each policy and the respective Certificate of Insurance 

shall expressly provide that no less than 30 days prior written notice shall be given to the CITY in the 

event of cancellation, non-renewal, expiration, or material alteration of the coverage contained in such 

policy or evidenced by such Certificate of Insurance.  

 

 The CONTRACTOR shall furnish the CITY, when requested, a certified copy of any insurance or 

additional insured or loss payee endorsement required to be purchased or maintained by this Contract.  In 

no event shall any failure of the Village to demand a certified copy of any required insurance or 

endorsement be construed as a waiver of the obligation of the CONTRACTOR to obtain insurance as 

provided in this Contract.  

 

 The CONTRACTOR shall maintain the required insurance, without interruption, from the date of 

the execution of this Contract until the date of approval of the work provided pursuant to this Contract.  

Failure to maintain the required insurance during the time specified shall be cause for termination of this 

Contract.  
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 The CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for paying all loss deductibles in the event of a loss.  

The prompt repair or reconstruction of the work as a result of an insured loss or damage shall be the 

CONTRACTOR’S responsibility and shall be accomplished at no additional cost to the CITY.   

 

Section 4.  Surety/Performance Bond 

 

Prior to the commencement of work, the CONTRACTOR shall provide a guarantee to the CITY, 

at the CONTRACTOR’S expense, in the form of a Surety Bond, for the faithful performance of this 

Contract, in the amount of _100__% of the Contract Price to indemnify the CITY against all direct and 

consequential suffered by failure of the CONTRACTOR to perform according to the provisions of this 

Contract and in accordance with the plans, specifications, details, and bills of material, as applicable, and 

to pay all lawful claims of subcontractors, material suppliers, and laborers for labor performed or 

materials furnished in carrying forward, performing or completing the Contract.  Such bond shall be that 

of an approved surety company or person bond upon which the sureties are persons not interested in the 

contract, or if interested, collateral security shall be furnished, all of which is to be to the satisfaction of 

the CITY, including sureties. If the CONTRACTOR fails to furnish the Surety Bond as required by this 

Section, the CITY expressly reserves the right to have the work completed by a replacement 

CONTRACTOR of the CITY’S choice.  

 

Section 5.  Warranties, Representations, Covenants. 

 

The CONTRACTOR warrants: that is the sole entity or individual directly or indirectly interested 

in compensation for the delivery of the labor and materials bid upon, awarded and performed under this 

Contract; that no subcontractor shall perform any part of this contract without notice in advance to the 

City Engineer and any objection thereto shall be presented first to the Mayor, and then to the Council for 

resolution; that the proposal made upon which this Contract is based was made without any connection or 

common interest in the profits with any undisclosed persons or entity making any quotation or proposal 

for the said work; that the Contract is, on the part of the CONTRACTOR in all respects fair and without 

collusion or fraud; that no employee or official of the City of University Heights is directly or indirectly 

interested therein; that the CONTRACTOR in the performance of this Contract will not violate any laws 

applicable in the State of Ohio; that the CONTRACTOR will in no way engage in or participate in any 

form of discrimination. 

 

Section 6.  Component parts of Contract. 

 

This Contract consists of this instrument and the component parts attached hereto, all of which 

are incorporated herein as if fully rewritten, numbered and signed by the parties.  Such documents, unless 

waived in writing by the Law Director, shall include, but are not limited to, plans and drawings, 

specifications, warranties, performance bond approved by the City Law Director, proof of satisfaction 

liability insurance, proof of the worker's compensation coverage, the laws of Ohio, the laws of City of 

University Heights, copies of advertisement, bid tabulations and purchase orders. 

 

    

 

 

Section 7.  Disputes. 

 

In the event of dispute, the CONTRACTOR first shall be required to and shall have the right to 

appeal directly to the Council of the City of University Heights, the decision for which shall be a 

condition precedent to the institution of any litigation in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 

Section 8.  Execution of Contract. 
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This Contract was executed on behalf of the CONTRACTOR by _____________________, as 

authorized by corporate resolution to be furnished on request, and by Susan K. Infeld, Mayor of the City 

of University Heights, Ohio, as authorized by the Council of the City of University Heights, Ohio. 

 

  

Section 9.  Entire Contract. 

 

This is the entire Contract between the parties and shall not be altered except in writing signed by 

both parties, or except for any changes which the City Engineer is authorized to make in the scope of the 

project pursuant to the implied and expressed authority set forth in the Contract.  All provisions of this 

Contract are to be interpreted according to the Laws of, or applicable to, the State of Ohio, and made 

effective in University Heights, Ohio.   

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Contract the day and year written 

above. 

 

WITNESS:     CONTRACTOR: 

 

 

_________________________  ________________________________ 

 

Position________________________ 

 

__________________________  ________________________________ 

 

Position________________________ 

 

 

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, OHIO 

 

 

_________________________  ________________________________     

      Susan K. Infeld, Mayor 

 

 

I have reviewed this Contract and its components and approve the same as to form and 

correctness. 

 

 

 

_____________________   _______________________________ 

Date      Luke McConville, Law Director 

 


