
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

OCTOBER 5,  2009

Mayor Rothschild called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call: Present: Mrs. Adele H. Zucker

Ms. Frankie B. Goldberg 

Mr. Steven D. Bullock 

Mr. Peter R. Bernardo

Mr. Frank Consolo

Mr. Steven Sims

Absent: Mr. Kevin Patrick Murphy

Also Present: Clerk of Council Nancy E. English

Law Director Kenneth Fisher

Finance Director Anthony Ianiro

Chief of Police Gary Stehlik

Fire Chief John Pitchler

Service Director Christopher Vild

City Engineer Joseph R. Ciuni

MOTION BY MR. SIMS, SECONDED BY MR. BULLOCK to excuse the absence of Mr.
Murphy.  On roll call, all voted “aye.”

Minutes of the regular meeting held on September 21, 2009

There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of September 21, 2009.

MOTION BY MRS. ZUCKER, SECONDED BY MR. BULLOCK to approve the minutes of
the September 21, 2009 meeting.  On roll call, all voted “aye,” except Mr. Bullock, who “passed.”

Reports and communication from the Mayor and the taking of action:

Mayor Rothschild reported that the appeal of John Carroll University (JCU) relative to the Board of

Zoning Appeals’ decision to refer the application for a Special Permit for the use of residential

property located at 4070 Carroll Blvd to the Planning Commission has been postponed by JCU and

will not be considered at this meeting.

Mayor Rothschild reported that the contract for the demolition of the house located at 2603Ashurst

Road has not been fulfilled to date.  She noted that if it is not fulfilled, the contract will be awarded

to the next lowest bidder.  Law Director Kenneth J. Fisher added that due to weather conditions last

week, the contractor was not able to start work, but intends to begin demolition on Monday, October

12, 2009.  He mentioned that City Engineer Joseph Ciuni is working with the contractor and will

monitor the situation very closely.

Mayor Rothschild announced that there are three (3) community events scheduled to be held in the

Jardine Room at John Carroll University regarding the upcoming election:  a panel discussion on the

proposed University Heights Charter Amendments on October 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.; a Mayoral

Debate on October 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.; and a Council Candidate Debate on October 21, 2009 at 7:00

p.m.  There will be free parking in the South Belvoir Blvd. parking lot.

Comments from the Audience

Stanley Bagley, 2361 Traymore Road, stated that he has been a resident of University Heights for forty

(40) years and during that time he has not been aware of any African-American firefighters on the

University Heights Fire Department.  He inquired as to when African-Americans may be appointed

to the department. Mayor Rothschild stated that individuals must apply and pass the civil service

examination in order to qualify for appointment.  Mr. Bagley asked when the next exam will be and

requested the Council to set a time limit as to when the City will have an African-American on the

department.  It was noted that all the positions in the department are currently filled , and Chief Pitchler

stated that the next exam will not be for two (2) years.  

Mr. Fisher stated that the Mr. Bagley’s concern is legitimate and he will check into what affirmative

action measures are already in existence.  After he researches the matter, Mr. Fisher will  personally

respond to Mr. Bagley.
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Mr. Sims stated that in the two (2) years that he has been on Council, there has not been an

appointment to the Fire Department.  He mentioned that Mayor Rothschild is sensitive to the issue and

has requested his assistance to establish relationships whereby qualified individuals would be in place

should the opportunity the hire to the department arise.  He noted that they have explored various

options such as collaborating with the Urban League and training through Cuyahoga Community

College.  Mr. Bagley stated that the clergy could also be of assistance and he was willing to help in that

regard.  Mayor Rothschild mentioned that an eligible candidate must be a certified paramedic in order

to be hired and noted that she met with the Urban League to determine if they would sponsor a

scholarship for paramedic training.  She added that many attempts have been made over the years to

attract minority candidates.  Mr. Sims stated that he will continue to work with Mr. Bagley and

thanked him for bringing the issue to the forefront.

Adrienne Schaffer, 2599 Saybrook Rd., stated that her basement flooded on September 9, 2009 due

to the water main construction being performed on the street.  Ms. Schaffer mentioned that she

contacted representatives of the City and met with representatives of the contractor  and inspectors,

but to date no one has responded.  She requested that the basement be professionally cleaned and the

carpet replaced.  Mr. Ciuni reported that the contractor must turn in an insurance claim.  He instructed

Ms. Schaffer to turn over all receipts and/or estimates to the contractor.  Mr. Ciuni added that the City

will hold the 10% retainer until all claims have been resolved.  Mr. Fisher informed Ms. Schaffer that

she could also file a claim with her homeowner’s insurance.  Ms. Schaffer stated that is not an option

because she has a $500 deductible.

Agenda Items:

A. Appeal of John Carroll University to the Board of Zoning Appeals' decision of
August 12, 2009 regarding the request for a Special Permit for the property
located at 4070 Carroll Blvd. being referred to the University Heights Planning
Commission 

This item was postponed at the request of John Carroll University to a date and time to be determined.

B. Ordinance No. 2009-52 Authorizing the purchase of an in-car patrol vehicle video
system with wireless server from L-3 Communications Mobile-Vision Inc.
through the State Purchasing Program

Ordinance No. 2009-52 authorizes the purchase of an in-car patrol vehicle video system with wireless

server from L-3 Communications Mobile-Vision Inc. through the Ohio Cooperative Purchasing

Program in an amount not to exceed $57,000.  Chief of Police Gary Stehlik stated that the purchase

will be funded through the $100,000 federal stimulus Recovery Act Justice Assistance Grant.  He

noted that an amended quotation prices the equipment at $55,000.   Chief Stehlik reported that the

existing VHS tape equipment in the police cars is approximately thirteen (13) years old and outdated.

He noted that the new equipment will be digital. There will be a camera mounted in the car with a

remote microphone on the officer.  The equipment will turn on automatically when the lights are

turned on, but the camera can also be turned on manually. Mr. Bullock stated that the purchase will

allow for an upgrade in the equipment and connect with other technology.

MOTION BY MR. BULLOCK, SECONDED BY MRS. ZUCKER to approve the passage of
Ordinance No. 2009-52 as an emergency measure.  On roll call, on suspension of rules, all voted
“aye.”  On roll call, on passage, all voted “aye.”

C. Motion to advertise for bids for a police station and jail video surveillance system

Chief of Police Gary Stehlik requested permission to advertise for bids for monitoring, taping of

prisoners, the public and doorways in the Police Department. He added that the current surveillance

equipment in the department is approximately eighteen (18) years and is a mixture of various monitors

and cameras.

Mr. Consolo inquired if other equipment is being considered for purchase.  Chief Stehlik stated that

he is reviewing his five-year equipment list for possible other purchases.

MOTION BY MR. BULLOCK, SECONDED BY MRS. ZUCKER to advertise for bids for
police station and jail video surveillance system.  On roll call, all voted “aye.”
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D. Motion to hold an executive session immediately following this regular meeting
for the purpose of discussing personnel, litigation and real estate matters

An executive session was not required.

Directors’ Reports:

Mr. Sims inquired as to why the newly resurfaced portion of Edgerton Road between Silsby and Cedar

Roads is being excavated.  Service Director Christopher Vild responded that there have been a series

of water main breaks on Edgerton Road from Bushnell Road to Cedar Road.  He noted that Cleveland

Water Department (CWD) has been repairing the broken water lines.  Once the water lines are

repaired,  the City will restore the street and tree lawn, if necessary, and then will be reimbursed by

CWD.

Committee Reports: 

University Affairs Committee Chairman Frank Consolo reported that the committee met on

September 30, 2009 at John Carroll University.  The university’s priority items were reviewed.  The

ROTC building special use request will not considered by the committee.  Minutes of the meeting are

forthcoming.  Another meeting was scheduled for November 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. with the location

to be determined.

Safety Committee Chairman Steven D. Bullock was pleased that the Police Department was able to

secure a federal grant to cover some of the department’s capital needs.  He hoped more funds could

have been received by other departments and suggested that it be determined if additional stimulus

funds are still available.  Mayor Rothschild mentioned that she met with County officials on possible

funding for the Building Department, but the City does not meet the criteria.   She added that various

Police Departments banded together in order to secure the funding.  Mr. Bullock stated that this a good

model to follow.  Mayor Rothschild added that there are collaborative items pending with the First

Suburbs Consortium.

Mr. Bullock reported that the committee will meet jointly with the Service-Utilities Committee to

consider the landscaper issue.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________________

Mayor Beryl E. Rothschild

____________________________

Nancy E. English, Clerk of Council


